



SCAN FOR A 
STORE NEAR YOU. 



NOT ALL SNUS 
IS CREATED EQUAL. 
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Made and imporf'ed fram Sweden, isenerat^nus is 100% aulhentic 
Swedish snus, with the quolify, flavor and full-on tobacco satisfaction that make it 
the # 1 selling snus in the world. See why not all snus is created equal. 

Go to GeneralSnus.com for special offers ond more. 


©2011 Swedish Match North Europe AB 
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'—^THE ORIGINAL SWEDISH SNUS’ 


WARNING: This product Is not a 
safe alternative to cigarettes. 



Celebrate the Kimmel Center’s 1 0th Anniversary with FREE 
programming in Commonwealth Plaza all month long! 


Set. Dec 17. i lam 

PNC GROW UP GREAT 
THE UKULAOIES 

The Ukuladies aie fuH-scale family entertainment featunng ukuleles, singing, darcmg. and 
comedy 


Sun, Dec 18, 5:30pm 

KIMMEL CENTER YOUTH JAZZ ENSEMBLE WINTER CONCERT 

Featuring ong^ composilions student members of the Kimmsl’s Ctedrve Music 
Program. 


Fri, Dec 23, S:30pm 

THE FABULOUS SHPIELKEHS 

Party down oW-world style with The Fabutous Shpielkehs. 

dedcated to foetemg the cwturies-old traditbn of Klezme 


Sat. Dec 24, 1 1am 

HOLIDAY STORYTIME 

Celebrae Chnstmas E<,e with drairetic readings of holiday classics Ike The Night Before 
Chhstmas. RuOalph iheBetl-Nosea Remdeer, and The G^h Who Stole Christmas. 


Sat Dec 31, 5:30pm 

SING IN THE NEW YEARI 

Soprano Elizabeth Rachevaand otx}ist Amy Miller perform sob and ensemble selections 
by y^ughan WIbitb. Haicbl. Bach. Philadelphia compcser Andrea Oearfield. tiadtional 
favorites, and mciB. 


Sun, Jan 1 . 1 0am — 6pm 

NEW YEAR'S DAY CELEBRATION 

Enjoy a birds eye view of the Munyner's Parade! Bring the kicfefor baDoon sculptures, 
face painting, crafta and jugglers. Write your resolution on our Resolution Wat andenjoy 
performarvces by Steve Pula/a & His Coot Beans Band, Broadway Dreams, and rrvcre. 


Kimmel 

Center 


kimmelcenter.org/free 
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IT'S NOT TOO LATE 
TO CREATE A FEW MORE 
RESOLUTIONS. 

NEW YEAR'S EVE 

$1,111 BONUS SLOT DOLLARS^ | one winner every 11 minutes | noon -10pm 
SETH MEYERS ] the music box | 7pm & lOtSOpm 
D-NICE I murmur 
DJ RUCKUS I MIXX 

SPECIAL PERFORMANCE BY JAY SEAN | MIXX & murmur 
GOODMAN FISKE | gypsy bar | 7pm 
JOHNNY DRAMA | gypsy bar | 11pm 

NEW YEAR'S DAY 

$1,212 BONUS SLOT DOLLARS® | one winner every 12 minutes [ noon - 10pm 
WOLFGANG PUCK AMERICAN GRILLE BRUNCH | noon - 4pm 
PITBULL I event center | 9pm 

PITBULL'S TOUR DJ BIG SYPHE & SPECIAL PERFORMANCE BY NAYER 
MIXX Sundays | join us after the pitbull concert 
BIG BANG BABY | gypsy bar | 8:30pm 


havea littlefun. 


. FOR TICKETS AND MORE INFORMATION 
-f e THEBORGATA COM | 609.3171000 

MuilQs21 aeKM' Oms ORcrapnaiaiv. SU:4«c< le elwige or concelatian BanueSLOroOUA&S* 
r9wora)rui»sonareguai>o<i«wMMavoiKiO‘e<ntn«MyeQQcnocsnier pomcipannmaynoiM 
pail at any a>eius>or'ory Ipl B«i Wih Vour HpaP. Noi iMt n SamMng PiopiarTT; CcM T-KX>GAWBtES 




thebellcurve 

CP's Ouakty-o-4Jt»-o-Ustsr 


[-51 ThieeSatvB&onAnnyKeQjesfjllotdo- 
nadoRS are stolen outside Acmes in the 
Nodheast 'The worst partishowlong it 
tcokforhelptoshowup.l rang my beiitor 
houisand everybody just ignored me.' 

J+2] Swarttimorestudentsfe-createThomas 
Eakins' &asst3t/Kasagiant3-Dcard- 
boardccnsrucdon. OK. Walmert iady.'ibu 
can have tNs one. 

[ -^ 4 ] Mayor Nutter sayshe will velothecontro- 
versial wall-wrapCill.'Asyouaiiknow." 
says Nutter. ‘I am a eg fan of certain 
types o( wrap. ShrinK wrap. Cling wrap. 
Chicken Caesar wrap. But this Pin is no 
good lor the city. It is. indeed, no wrap- 
peTsdelighl HR it Jazzy Jeff!' But Jazzy 
Jeffwillnothitit 

p'lj AfaultyBreathalyzermachinehelpsa 
copgofreeonaDUl charge.'Whatdid 
you expect me to do?' asks the Breath- 
alyzer suddenlyfeeiing better. 'He's my 
partner.' 

f+31 SEPTAsplantolefiiderspaywiththeir 
debltcardsis'the cutting e^eof pub- 
lic transl' says expert. Then he goes 
tponferahoagieaiwawaahd his head 
fucking explodes. 


['21 Commissioner Qtarles Ramsey 
wamsreOredPhily PdiceCapt. Raymond 
Lews, arrested at an Occupy Waii Street 
protest not tp wear his uniform to pro- 
tests. Itconfusestheattack horses. 

[+-1 1 PATCO riders vote toreplace the trains' 
yellow and green interiors with Piue — 
thus making it one of the most modern 
public transit systems In the world. 

[+2] ThefanwtiDslartedTwitleraccounts 
for the Sixers' potenSaJ mascots is hi red 
ffithe teams social media coordinator. 
Also, some blogger is the newGM. and 


or cutest kitten on iPuTube can play 
two- guard. 


ni 


This weeks total; 3 I Last week's total: -4 
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SHARING THE WEALTH 

A new twist on an suTcient financing 
methorj offers a lifeSne to Philly’s immigrant 
entrepreneurs. By Samantha Melamed 

M akemah Kamara. aliberiun immigrant in a brightly pat- 
terned bbuae and head wrap, does paaaabte buBinesa at her 
all-puipose grtneiy and clothing atore on Wiodlond Avenue 
near 65th Street. But, she admits, competition is fierce along this 
Southwest Phil adelfdua commercial corridor, a haven for immigrant 
businessper^e from at least a dozen coimtrieB — many of whom 
open nearly identical stores within blocksof one another. 

“Everyboefy’s selling the same thing," she says. “I need more 
money to improve my business” with more, better and more exclu- 
sive inventory. Because, of coirrse, “If you have what people want, 
everyone comes." 

Thepiroblem is that, although Kamaru has beenin business for 
four years, she has no formal credit history, 

The only loans ^'s taken out ore fium susus — the West African 
name for peer-lending circles in which businesspeople pitdi in 
money toward a rotatingloan that's then borrowed by each nrember 
in turn. The business world calls ita Rotating Savings and Credit 
Association, or Rose A; but the practice developed independently, 
and by diOerent names, in cultures from Cambodia to Mexico 
— anyplace where financial services were limited 
Immigrants Ir) the city have brought the tradition ofthe ROSCA 


with them.totheDominicBn-owned bodegas of North Hiiladelphia 
and the West African markets on Woodland Avenue, where partici- 
pants can sometimes get access to rotating loons worth as much as 
$50,000, Now a few micro-lending and business-assistance organi- 
zations are loo king to use the custom as a gateway into the formal 
eenramy — and us a meunsto unify immigrant businesses in the 
face of an increasingly challenging climate. 

‘Given... the economy, we reubzed that some of our appbeants 
weren't ready for loans: They had no savings or they hod very poor 
credit scores. "says Bertha Sarmina. who works for F%ranta. a local 
' up with a train mg program that 
would build on this ROSCA 
idea." In April FInanta launched 
its first ROSCA, a Spaniah- 
language rnrcle targeting 
Dammican business owners in 
North ntilly. and in September 
it launched a second one in 
oduaJs like Kam aiB , 

A $125,000 grunt from Citi Group’s Citi Corrununity 
Development Impact and Innovation Fund to Finanta and a simi- 
lar nr iladelphiu nonprofit, Entrepreneur Works, helped enable 
the two organizations to put a new twist on the ROSCA tradition. 

In this version, thononprofit fronts the money so that each 
parlicipantcan get a small loan right away — in the case ofthe 
Woodland Avenue group, either $500 or $1,000 — ratherthan 
watting their turn for a larger lump sum. But like a traditional 
ROSCA, everyone shares the risk, via an agreement to assume 


tufit.“So we deckled to 

Susus arise 
in cultures 
where bank- 
ing is limited. 

Southwest Philadelphia forind 


[ is writing increasingiy furious letters ] 


a million storios 

GOING FOR BROKE 

In the past week or so. bomeles advocates who observed the triple 
eviction of the homeless who had gathered at Dilworth Plaza 
alongade Occupy have been a^dng the dty a question: 
Where'd the stiiTHdus money go? 

In 2009.E%ilfy received $22 million in stimulus funding from two 
tederal initiatives dubbed "Homelessness Prevention” and "Rapid 
Rehousing.”That assistance, reasoned some of Occi^y's home* 
lessfotks and their hisids, would sure have made for a better 
offer than the dt/s shelters, whkh they r^cted in favor of 
being left alone in their tents. ActiviatTridaShoie.who helped move 
a gmup of homeless Occupieni ftom Dilworth on the eve of the dty'a 
announced evidion. spent last week writing increasingly furious 
letters to the dfy overthe group’s plight — and over the stimulus 
fund&which were supposed to lastthrough August2012.“We the 
people demartd an accounting of the ($21 miQkm)!" she wrote 
in one email Co Dainette Mintz. who oversees the cityh Office of 
Sutfxirtive Housing, unbelieving that the city could have received 
so much money and still havesofewoptlona te offer. 

But perhaps even more shockingis that the money realy has 
been spent almost all ofit. on rehousing almost 1.300 peo(^e and 
assistingnear^ 3.000 others on the verge of becoming homeles. 

'The stimulus programs' criteria, as this reporter noted at the time 
of their distributinn [News, "Through the Oacks.'Dec. 1,2009]. 
mean t many home lem folks were ineligihleforhelp:The 
introduced in the aftermath of the recession were essentially 
aimed at preventing more homelessness, and came with 
income requirements that many people in she Iters could not roeet- 
Tbe programs may have worked, in other words, but that doesn’t 


mean the city's shelters aren’t full — softill that.as the/n^uirerk 
Jennifer Lin reported recently, they are turning temilies away. 

And winter’s just starting. —Isaiah Thompson 

RUFFLED FEATHERS 

Who would’ve thought aphrase spelled outinwhite balloons 
could spook a major sports franchise? Not artist Sarah Ihoples. 
who requested and, amazingly, got permission to create a tem> 
porary art installation in Lincoln Rnancial Field last week. The 
concept: Write out "Bread & Ciicuses'using 2.800 balloons, 

But after mudi planning and a IQcksteiter campaign raising nearly 
$3,000 for supplies and helpers — in fact, just six days before 
the artwork was te ^ up — the perhaps inevitable happened. 

Three people were on the conference call,’’ [Copies eiqilains in an 
email:repre8entaCives from the Line, the Eagles and their lawyers. 
‘I spectfically remember them reading me the definition af Bread & 
Circuses’ from Wikipedia. '(Its “a metaphor for a stgoerflcisl means 
of app e asement." Ihe entry begins. iThe upshot: no balloons. 

Ihe oddest part: When she firstgat the go-ahead, no one asked 
her the specifics of the piece. 

Still. Peoples says she’snot angry at the team. Tam very 
familiar with the rights to private property." she writes on her 
Kickstarter page. The work wasn’t directed at the team or the 
NFL. It WHS an exploration of the rote of the spectator (Eagles’ 
media relations didn’t respond to an email by press time.) 

Sheh hoping to End another venue andpossib^ add Tnore spec- 
tacle, more entertainment, more carcifi." In any case, [Copies 
draws a heartening conclusion: "Apparently, art b so powerful 
that an orgonization as mighty as the Philadelphia Eagles wanted 
no partof this project." — Theroea Evertlt>e 



hostilewitness ! 


STEALTH ATTACK j 

> NEW JERSEY GOV. Ctiris Christie, pugilist | 
andinvelerateloudmoutn.llkelyhashigiernaine | 
re(X)gn[tioninPennsylvaniattianourownsecietv8 ' 
(jOV.Tom CerbetL And. after nearly one yearinoffice, 
Corbett seems to like It that way. 

Though a conservative to the core. Corbett has 
refmihedfromattackingpublic employees the way 
Chhstle has. and in doing so has avoided provoking 
the left's most powerful and only miy well-funded 
constituency, instead. Corbett operates quietly: WItn 
(republicans in conbolof state govemmenine Is 
givl ng away (Pennsylvania's natural resourcesand 
hobbling (and then nopingttisell off) our schools. 

Pennsylvania remains the onlymajornahjral- 
gas-pioduclngstatewithnoseverance tax Corbett 
— whose2010 campaign accepted nearly S1 
milliontrcim the gas lobby — isnowconsideringan 
’impactfee.'butitvwukisendlittle money Estate 
coffers. Hecan'tsupporta"tax’’ because he has 
signed the "no newtaxesever’ pledge circilated by 
conservaUve D.C. lobbyist Grover Norquist (whob 
touting Corbett as a vice-presidenlial candkjate]. 

Butcutting taxes and letOngccrporabonsrun wild 
across the commonweal th Isonly step one. Step 
twooncevoudeprivetbegovernfflenidfunds.isto 
“starve thebeasL’CarbettsougnS1.lbiilionincu6 

I tostateeducationfunding Comparatively, former , 
Phllly scnoolsSuperinlendenlArleneAcKennan’s p 
thettwasmlsdemeanorStatecutsforcedPhiiiyio g 
lay off 3,000 teachersandstaff . r 

But he’s notdoneyetrStep three is lopilvatlie | 
— an easier sell after you make “government 
doesn't work" a self-fulfilling prophecy by cutting ^ 
funding until It canTworkThe Serate has passed ; 
legislatonbcreateastatewidesyslemofvixjcners ^ 
forprivateandrellglousschools — tantamountto ? 
ataxpayer balloutof the Catholic Chirch. ? 

Thelegislabonisunconstitutional.notloiiiention ~ 
ineffectual. But like Corbett's otherlnitiatlves.lt = 
nonethelessaccompllshesasignabfepolicygoal: i 
nandhgovermlllbnsoftaxdolarsDspeclalfriends 
I Eventbehamstnmgplantoprivatlieslalewineand ; 
liquorstores isstructuredasamassnegveaway ^ 
to politically connected beer cistributors. • 

Meanwhile, there may be less chance than ever ‘ 
tospeakout.CorbetthopestesignalawrequIilng ' 
voters to present ID— likely totfsenfrarKhise poa, : 
elderly end nonwhite citizens, while dang noftvng b ' 
resolve (made-up) problems of wter fraud. q 
Corbettdldn'tgotpHatrisbutgtDSOlveourprob- i 
lems.butifyouhavetherightconnections.necan v 
helpyoumakemoneyoffthem. 

<.S«nd/ea)tia0tMibiMt()Un»0cl)paparmt. 



RECRUITING: 

Adult siblings (brother and sister 
pairs) who are blood relatives to 
participate in a research study. 

Participants may attend up to three sessions at the Monell 
Center. Compensation is provided. 

For more information email cmaute.«monell.org or call <267) S19*4S11. 


Bugs... 
Outsi 
the Bo 

Discover the Art Within the Science 

NOW through JANUARY 16 

VISIT TH E ACADEMY TODAY! 

Call 215-299-1000 or visit ansp.org 


THE ACADEMY 
OF NATURAL SCIENCES 

o/DREXEL UNIVERSITY 

1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway ansp.org 



Sharing the Wealth 

responobili^ for their peers’ debts. That peer 
pressure drives near-perfect repayment rates. 

More important even than access to capita], 
participants are building their credit histories and 
getting advice. ^e’re using the ROSCA as a way to 
draw people in. and then the meetings also serve to 
provide some training," Sarmina says. 

That type of counseling could prove especia&y 
vital on Wiodland Avenue, says Vaughn Taylor, 
pn^ect manager of Southwest Community 
Development Corp's Woodland Avenue 
Bevitalizatkin initiativB. which helped Finanta 
laundi the ROSCA there. 

33 the abundant ARo-Caribbean grocer- 


m the corridor 


nibahze 


another — and notes that theyVe further threat- 
ened by the recent opening oftheCouan’s Fresh 
Market, a supErmarket known for hard -tn-find 
ethnic foods of the type these groceries spedalize in. 

“Some of these peop]e are at risk of losing their 
businesses,'TayIor aduiowledges, "So ifthey can 
band together to start buying products wholesale 
... ifthoycon improve theirstorefronts. maybe they 
cuncompete.AndifalJ those things were achieved 
and they still fclt they couldn’tcompete, some busi- 
ness owners may have to consider relocating — and 
the ROSCA will help prepare them fbrthat.” 

Taylor says other, informal susus already in action 
in the neighborhood have demonstrated the poten- 
tial afcoUectivepurehasing, noting some grocers 
currently pool theirresoiirces monthly to bring in a 
tractur-tTailer bill of palm oil to Woodland Av^ue. 

Among the grocers participating in the ROSCA 
isNina Williams, who raioe to the US, from Sierra 
Leone in 1989. She says business is a little slow, 
butshe'soptimistic about her shop at63id and 
Woodland. Nina's Grocery and Variety, a narrow 
space lined with shelves of palm oil, fiifu flour, hair 
extemiions and DVDs, and fltted with freezers 
stocked with turkey necks, cow feet and cassava 
leaves. She plans to borrow money to improve her 
storefront and add a walk-tn freezer. 

Fornow.she says, customer loyalty keeps her 
business hummiiig:*Everyare has their own com- 
munity comingto them. [Sierra Leonean] people 
come to me; the Liberian peo[fle go to the Liberiana 
If there’s CO mpetitioD, the business is healthy." 

But the problem, says Heather Hanowitz, who 
runs the Southwest Faulty ROSCA for Finanta, is 
that with so many similar stores competing. “The 
only thing they’re competing cm is price. The differ- 
ence mey be 25 emits or it may be 50 cents." 

Thats why she wants tnteach her clients not 
only about Bnance. but also about me rriiandi sing 
marketing custDinerservice — and the more besie 
pointsofsupply-chaindyTiamics. Fbr example, she 
says, many retsUera shop at the same wholesaler. 
South PhiU/s JetroCarfiA Carry. They bring 
their friends and family along and all ofa sudden 
eveiyone knows what base rate they’re paying for 
their giods — and th^ don't understand why they 
have to pay more," 

There’s a lot to learn for busines^eople who 
have been operating informally for years in 


[ the naked city | 


Philadelphia. OneROSCAmem- 
ber.KeitaLassina.an Ivorian 
mechanic and owner of BB Auto 
Repair on Chester Avenue, has 
been in business for eight yeara 
without ever taking out a formal 
loan. He hopes to build credit 
so that he can purchase new 
car lifts, which would allow him 
to hire more workers. Others, 
like Martha Banks, a native of 

food truck selling barbecue, face 

imable to read or write. 

■TJur legal system is very com- 
plex — you need to understand 
taxes, you need to buy Ikenses," 
says Leslie BenoUeL executive 
director of Entr^reneur Works, 
which is working to set up its own 
ROSCA.There is an infcrmal 
economy in this country, but if 
you want to grow your business, 
you have to understand what it is 
to exist in a more formal way." 

Hawa Sheriff, who owns 

“If they band 
together, 
they can 
compete.” 

Habib ah’s Place, a purveyor of 
groceries and Islamic and African 
dothingon Elmwood Avenue, is 
a cose study in the frustrations 
facing entrepreneurs who don't 
understand regulationa Sheriff 
opene d he r store in June an d 
was shut down in November; 
the Department oflicenses & 
Inspections told her she would 

nwiHtn install ^i nlra ^ 

because the shop sells food. 

She’s borrowing $1,000 from 
the ROSCA and hi^res to save 
another $4,000 from her job 
working nights as a nursing care 
provider to make the upgrades. 

SdU. ascom)flex as doing busi- 
ness in Philly may be, fcr ROSCA 
members the most exciting part 
remains getting their checks- 

AJ-Mamy Diaby, a Woodland 
Avenuegrocer, seems incredu- 
lous when asked why he joined 
Pinanla’s lending drcle. 

Tt’s a susu,"he shni^ed. 
“Everybody like it That's alL" 

(camantha9citypaper.net) 




BEST WISHES for 
HOLIDAY WINNING! 

WINABMW AND 
^15,000 FREE PLAY 

CHRISTMAS DAY 

DECEMBER 25 • 6PM - 10PM 
WINNERS EVERY HOUR! 

RING IN THE NEW YEAR WITH 

* 350,000 

FREE PLAY 

DECEMBER 26 - DECEMBER 31 
12 NOON -12 MIDNIGHT 



WIN *2,012 EVERY 
HALF HOUR! 

Plus, on New Year's 
Eve win *2,012 every 
12 minutes! 


NEW YEAR’S 

PARTY 

DECEMBER 31 • 10PM - 2AM 


LIVE MUSIC FEATURING 

DANE ANTHONY 

*65 in advance • *75 at the door 





Sign up for Rush Rewards and 
get FREE GIFTS on the spot! 


FREE VALET AND SELF-PARKING 
ON DELAWARE AVE. 1 MILE NORTH 
OF BEN FRANKLIN BRIDGE 

sugarhousecasino.com 
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CASINO 

PHILLY LOVES A WINNER 


GAMBLING PROBLEM? CALL1.800.GAMBLER. 


PBD 

Paul H. L'hr(fi)miprly owiitrof Mii-liuel'soi Suliurljun S(|iiar»* Anlniort*) 
ajincmnces the opening of his pi i vale jewelry houti(|ue. 

(.TSTUMDESKJNS 
BHAtTinLONE-OF-A-KINU PIECES 
(JIETRECISTRY 
DlSEOllNTED PRICING 
EXPERT .1 FNfELRY REPAIRING 


By appointment only-eall 610-449-1527 
1500 l^ralnul Street, Suite 1305 
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EDUCATION GUIDE ISSUE 

ISSUE DATS: 1/5/2012 

SPACE RESERVATION DEADLINE: 12/28/2011 
ADVERTORIAL DEADLINE: 12/28/2011 
AD DEADLINE; 1/2/2012 

City Paper’s JANUARY 5TH EDUCATION GUIDE 
issue will include FREE advertorial articles! 


LT INTERNATIONAL 

BEAUTY SCHOOL, INC 


Become a Licensed Cosmetologist [Relaxer, Weave Cap, Sew-in Weave, 
Com Row, Kinky Twist Press & Curl, Color, Manicure, Acrylic Nail Set, 
Facial, Waxing, Body Wraps, & Make-up Application) 


ENROLLING NOV/ FOR CLASS STARTING 

JANUARY 30, 2012 

FINANCIAL AID AVAILABLE FOR THOSE WHO QUAUFY 


830 North Broad Street. Philadelphia, PA. 19130. 4478-4478-4478 
2520-22 North Broad Street. Phiiadelphia, PA. 19132. 215-229-0390 






SiNqU For rhE HolidAys? 



LUCKY^U! 


NTh Events & AdvENTURES pUns over 40 Fun events 
Meet otIeer siNqls proFessIonaIs In a 
FUN & RELAXING ATMosphERE 
aU you Nave to do is show up. f 

Have a HAppy HolidAy! 

s^Events^Adventures^^i: 


ChEd( out our 
eatendoi 
online, 
dluoverwhsl 
UiouHndt ot 
PtilltT 
member* 
already Icnow- 


www.LotsOfEvents.com 


AREA® 



25% OFF any style with this ad. Men • women • i 

(Eirofree 12/22/V) 


^JtanJks 


Hr & 

Mqrte»* 


•GRAND OPENING- 


MINWtfoMKfl 


633 South Street. 21S-928-0848 
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NEW YEARS EVE 

CHOOSE YOUR 5 HOUR TOP SHELF OPEN BAR PACKAGE^ 

lUCY’^TOP HAT & 

DRINKER’S TAVERN 


r. 


ALL ACCESS OLD CITY PASS 

3 OLD CITY BARS, ALL ACCESS, ALL NIGHT 

TOP SHELF OPEN BAR 9PM-2AM 

PLUS FOOD AND A MIDNIGHT CHAMPAGNETOAST 


LUCYSSIS-COM 

a 


TOPHATZISXOM 


DRINKERS 


DRINKER’S PUB 
&NOCHE 

ALL ACCESS PASS 


DRINKERS 




2 RITTENHOUSE BARS, ALL ACCESS, ALL NIGHT 

TOP SHELF OPEN BAR 9PM-2AM 

ENJOY THIS PLUS FOOD AND A MIDNIGHT TOAST 


ORINKERSPUB215.COM 


7Mo(^Ke 


DRINKER’S 

WEST 


DRINKERS 


V 


TOP SHELF OPEN BAR 9PM-2AM 
ENJOYTHIS PACKAGE PLUS FOOD 
AND A MIDNIGHT CHAMPAGNETOAST. 


DRINKERSWEST215.COM 


OR $65 P 


NYE215.COM 

BROUGHTTOYOU BYADRIA EICHNER 
’PRICE PERTICKET. TICKETS ARE NON REFUNDABLE AND NON EXCHANGEABLE, 


SERVICE CHARGE-FREE BOX OFFICE 
LOCATED AT UNION TRANSFER 
1026 SPRING GARDEN ST. 

OPEN SATURDAYS FROM 12-3PM 


Balance Your Budget. 


12 T 1 IST 8 EnGyM: 



Memtatsiiierees 
incfiaaewiiw 


PSC: ‘747/year 
SWEAT: ‘780/year 
SPORTING CLUB: 
‘1443/year 

12TH STREET MAKES IT EASY 
2 & 3 Payment Plans avaiioble 

MONTHLY MEMBERSHIPS 
FROM $39 


WFiiULYiE^l 



Offer Ends 12.31.11 


All the things you want in your gym. 
Just way less expensive. 

“Center City's Incredible Gym." 

■Pniladelphio Mogozine 


ALL CLASSES FULL 


204 South 12th Street* Philadelphia, PA 19107 • 215.985.4092 n 
12streetgym.com ■ Discounted parking nearby “ 


Always Lower Than Hollywood Tans! 

^ , ONE YEAR 

UNLIMITED TANNING 



202 South 12th Street H Vfl Vfl 

Philadelphia. PA 19107 
21S.735.8786 

soleiltafiningservices.com onerenosiz 3i ii 

Gym membership not required ■ Discounted perking nearby • Adjacent to t2lh Street Gyrr 


FARSIGHTED 


► “YOU KNOW, THIS just miglit work." That utterancesums up the spirit 
we're celebraling with 01x2011 Big Vision Issue. 

For the third year, we're giving e warm newsprint (and online) hug to ahand- 
lulot Philadelphians who have proven themselves wiling and able to hurdle 
preconceptions, routine thinking and the quivering, keeps-you-up-ai-nghl 
anxiety 0(1 he new. 

These Bg Visioraries are an eclectic crew who have shaken up the realms 
olpolltcs, arts.aclivBm, (oodand more. Some have recently burst onto the 
scaiye. Others have been around longer but have made a particular impact 
this year. Rx example, our ioumalisnVmedIa winner, Tfie Notebook, which 
covers PhilyS public schools, was founded in 1994. But this year its writete 
were impressively on lop of several major, high-impact education stories 
(Arlene Ackerman, anytxie?), with their reporting even earning kudos from 
The New ytik Times. 

To arrive at our winners and runners-up, nominations wee made by Ofy 
Paper staff and contribulora, and then voted on by the editorial board . There 
werealot of worthy candidates, a test monytheambitionandcteative energy 
that humsall around us. Rerremberthat next time you’re tempted to bad- 
mouth our city. 

— Theresa Everline 

(theresa.everline9atypaper.net) 

BIGVKONNOMINATlNGCOMMrnEE 

Snar llawlrdC*«ob*<Kidilbiy:Gl(vM.Kiam«( DrtwLuor, bmar 
P.trdiR4>ftN>no.&lua.la«hThD(t.fscai • 









REVOLUTION 

RECOVERY 


SUSTAINABILITY 
AND DESIGN 


\ ANORTHEAST PHILLYwarehoiise surround- 
ed moimtains ofdebris may seem an unlike^ 
ate fiir an alchemist's workshop, but somewhere within 
these trash heaps, Avi Golen and Jonathan Wybar are 
conjuring gold hom the dross of modern life. 

"Whai we bide in a Dumpster," Golen says, “we see com- 
modities where other people see waste." 

RevohiHon Recovery was founded in 2004 when Golen 
and Wybar rented a parking lot at a scrap-iron yard and 
begun hand-sorting E>unipster8,8eparuCing wood, metal 
anddiywaU that could be reused. The company has since 
expanded exponentially at a time when the construetbn 
industry has taken an enormous hit. “We were growing so 


fast," Golsi says, ‘if the recession hadn’t hit, I don't know if 
we could have kept up with it.” 

The idea behind Revolution Recovery is tn Imep cm- 
structioD.demolition and manufacturing waste out of 
landfills, and to preserve and repurpose those materials. 

In the company’s hands, recycling becomes not just a nobb 
goal but a route to profitability; The more they can extract 
{him the waste stream, die more they can saO. 

Theirmissbn statement stresses a notwn of community, 
and Golen and Wybar have put their Dumpsters where 
their mouths are by fodUtating the creatbn of Recyebd 
Artist-in-Reaidency, a program — started by Pern Gookin, 
then a Hiiladelphia University sustainable design stu- 


dent, and the Dufala Bmthers — that allows artists to 
cheny-pick the groimds for materials. 

Lmgeroperatbnsarefollowingtheirpalh.but it took 
two guys wi th a pic kup true k to lead the way. “We think 
this will be the future ofhowtohandb waste," Golen says. 
“We’re a pimple, but where the big|dayersare operating 
landfills on hundreds or thousands of acres, mQes high, we 
con do the same amount of material on three-and-a-half 
acres, and we’re selling it aQ back out* 

— Shaun Brady 

AiCMen. 
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HONORABLE Mr'v~-ONS 

JOURNALISM AND MEDIA 

«^MP MAGAZINE Staitsd this y«ir by Temple journalism professor George Miller. 
Jump iss quarterly glossy magaainetb at geu studerrcs involved mshowcaeng everything 
related to Philly muee e PATFHCK KERKSTRA A writer for PlaivPhilly, The aiqwrer 
and others, Kerkstrahas gone in-depthon subjects sueh as how tat-delirqueni proper- 
ties thwart development, shininga light on unsexy subjects that haveamqor impact on 
our oty.e FLYING NTEThis weekly online magaane/newslenerolfers features about 
rteighborhoods, encreprerveurship, culture and more in s smart, frtendly format 


THE 

NOTEBOOK 


IT LAUNCHED IN 1994asaquBrtEiiyaew^aper.aiidl5yeais 
laterit vaestill jtista &ur-personaperadon.Butiii thepastfew 
years, &eNotebook — the newspaper and blogcoveTing PhiHy^s pi^ic 
sdiools — has do tit led its workforce and, more important^, made a nnmp 
for itaelfby being the gj-to source for m^)oreducation news. 

The NbtebooA has broken stories like widespread Hieating on stan- 
danlized tests, gate in depth on topics like the pobtical demise of former 
Superintendent ArieneAckeiman, and gotten m^or scoops like the 
leaked bst of schools now slated for closure. 

But editor l^ulSocolarsays the coverage that made the biggest impact 
was uncovering backroom dealings by the School Kefomt Commission 
(SRC), which put pressure on a contractor to pullout of a job at Martin 
Luther ICng Hi^ School in Germantown. 

1 think that really ciystallized for a lot of people bowfartheSRChad 
strayed from being a transparent, principled public body,' Socolar says. 
The result was the dramatic overhaul of the SRC this fall 
Tbe nonprofit Notebook is leveraging both the old-schooI tradition of 
public-interest journalism and a new model ofpartnerships, such as hir- 
ing a journalist in collaboration with WHYY. That additional reporter, 
says Socolar, gave them the manpower to sift through hundreds of pages 
of documents and ultimately uncover the rh pating «i rflnHH l this summer. 

Going forward, the Notebook will be following stories with sigruficant 
meaning fra' ourci^ and its youth: school closures and the disposition of 
those properties: testing, its imp acts on education and the vabdity of test 
scores; and the challenges facing the most underserved communities. 

“We hope by covering (tltese issues] in depth over thecourseirf' the school 
year,' says Socolar, 'that we cun help moke sure smarterdeciaens are made,* 
— Samantha Malamad 

GRADE FOINTS; fn fivni afda-manfawn lli/ih School on Dec. 7.lhr 

/Tom left: office tuaiati^tNorem Neal, weh aiUor Erika Owattoatrmchfdlou'Jaeon 
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OF ALL FOOD , 
RECIEPTS IN 
DECEMBER WILL 
BE DONATED 
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UMAMI 


Sweet Ass Basket 

3 Cordon Bleu Balls, Corn Fritters & Sweet Potato Fries 12 
Ass Basket 

2 Fingers, 2 Mozz Sticks, & FF 11 
5 Chicken Fingers w/ Honey Mustard 9.SO 

5 Mozzarella Sticks w/ Marlnara 8 

6 Cordon Bleu Balls w/ Honey Mustard 9 
Corn Fritters w/ Siracha Mayo 7 

All sandwiches come with chips & pIckJe 
1/2 lb C.A.6. Cheeseburger 8 Bacon 9.50 
Veggie Burger 7 Cheese 6 


Chicken Sandwich 7 Cheese 8 Bacon 9.50 


WEDNESDAYS 

•NOON- 10PM 

• • $3.00 BURGERS 

• V2LB ANGUS BEEF 
OR VEGETARIAN BURGER 

ON A BRIOCHE ROLL 


POTATOES 

Chicken cheese Steak FF w/WhIz 11 
3 Pepper Sweet Potato Fries w/ Pineapple Mayo 8 
Spanish FF w/ Flavored Mayo or Whiz 8 
Tater Tots w/ Flavored Mayo or Whiz 7 
FF's w/ Basil Mayo 7 


Sweet Potato Fries w/ Flavored Mayo 7 
Pierogies w/ Sour Cream or Apple Sauce 5.50 

Extra 3 Oz Dipping 1 
Basil Mayo Siracha Mayo 

Pineapple Mayo Apple Sauce 
Whiz Ranch 

8S tax figured into all menu Items 


THURSDAYS 

NOON-10PM 


► 2011 AWARD WINNERS 



THE CITY COMMISSIONERS, the office that 

oversees electicais mIhiIly,haslong been known 
— by those who knew ofitat all — as a bastion ofpatran- 
age with adunkyw^site and amputation £)r opacity. 

Back in 2008, Stephanie Singer, a fermermath professor, 
decided to do something about it by creating her own web- 
site with searchable election statistics. That prqject turned 
intaanopen-iniormationgroundsweil that helped Sin^r. 
H DemocTat,over1ake longtime Commissioner Marge 
Tartuglione in May’s primaries. 

Then in November, Philly voted into office not one anti- 
establishment commissioner but two, electing, along 
with Singer, R^xibUcanAl Schmidt, part of the ‘T.oyal 


Ojqrositirai’' faction running against P hil tv ’s Republican 
Party machine. Since then, Schmidt and Singer have out- 
lined a plan of refomi, accoimtahility and transparaicy. 

Schmidt says his fiiststep will be a department-wide 
performance review to eliminate waste and improve ser- 
vicea Singer's priorities range &am the basic, such as put- 
ting forms online, to broad-ieathing efforts to create a cul- 
ture of service and build civic engagement by collaborating 
with community groups, businesses and othercity agen- 
cies — for example, perhaps mailing voting information 
with waterbiUa Tire most important thing.Singer says, 'is 
to serve all the votera and all the candidates equally.’ 

And that means taking partisanship out of the office. 


partisan issues. Ids been about fair electims. and it’s been 
about honest government’ 

He notes that the former Republican City Commiaaianer 
was ‘‘never heard from in the meetings , . . and that didn’t 
serve us well or the ofy well There's a reason why a 
seat is reserved Sir a minori^ party, and it’s notjust the 
Republican Fhrty, I see part of the job is to roiresent not 
Just our party, but other minority parties, as well.’ 

— Samantha Melamed 


EiiCnONWAlCHEKiAJSchmidlimdSlwplimieSmiirr. 
photofiraphed lin Dec. 2al Broad and Sansam Mrweta. 
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HONORABLE HENDONS 

MUSIC 

• POPPED! Days o<rain<oiledllw plan, bulthe idea bf this misK festival, featur- 
ing the likes of the HddSteadyandTitJS Aridronicjs. held outsdem FDR Park, 
with awaalth of ksed options, was definitely a swing forthe bleachers * YANNICK 
NS2ET-S£0UIN Tapped to become music director of the Philadelphia Orchestra, tins 
young, vibrant conductor is not lettingthat little bankruptcy probleiT' gel him down 

♦ WXPN'S THE KEY More than just a music news blog, Ihekeyjiprvorg has made the 


SEAN 

AGNEW 


SOMEBODY CAME KNOCKINGanUnitmTiaiisrer’sdoar 

the otherday, hungryforsomepasta. andSeanAgnew hadto 
break itto him: The Spaghetti Warehouse is no maie. Its kitachy, cavern- 
ous dming rorrm has been converted into agiant.st^e-oT-tbe-artrock 
hall with three bars, long balconies and a wide stage. 

Fhr Agnew — who first started booking gigs back in 1996 at dirty punk 
dives like Stalag 13 in West Philiy — Union Transfer is the reaKzation 
of a dream longonthebockbumer. Oh, he andhisbuilt-fnnn-scratch 
booking empire, R6 Productions, still putonshowsat Johnny Brenda's, 
KungFu Necktie and the sweaty, gritty basement of the First Unitarian 
Church. Butafler years of Agnew having to deal with rtoisecon^laints, 
makeshift venues, L&l headaches and overall underdogging. Uniat 
Transferisa home base and a safe haven, a legit and beautiful concert 
hull that is inviting for beer-drinking/coat-checking older crowds but also 
true to R5's all-ages origins. 

Agnew and his Union Transfer co-owners — 4 Comers Management 
(Avram Homikand MarkFidiera, of Philiy nightlife mainstays Lucy's 
and Drinker's) and The Bowery Presents (the mudt-respected indie 
promo company behind NYC dubs Boweiy Ballroom. Terminal 5, etc.) 
— were clearly aiming to impress. There’s the D&BAudiotechnik 
sound system and the massive lighting rig, but most remarkable is 
the wheeled stage, Fhr a smaller act where a cozy atmosphere will do, 
they can keep the place to about 600 people. For concerts with higher 
demand, the stage is rolled back, the balconies are c^ned up and the 
place looks like it could hold some 1,200 comfortably. Whether it's Odd 
Future, Gillian Welch or the War on Drugs, there’s an arrangement to 
make the room fit the show. Somehow, despite iU shine and polish, the 
place fits Agnew, too. 

— Patrick Rapa 




^ DANCE CELEBRATION 

• Presenledby Dance Affiliatis ant) the AnrenbergCenlee 



ANNENBERG CENTER for ifw performing arts 


AnnenbergCenter.org I 215.898.3900 I 

Tickets start at $20! 


Nick Cave: Let's C 

December 16, 2011 -Mid-February, 2012 



Performance and Opening Recei 
Friday, December 16. 2011, S-Bi 


Members-Only Preview el S 30 pm 
Performance by Nick Caveat 7 pm 



THE DR. MARTENS STORE 







VEDGE 

RESTAURANT 


FOOD 

AND DRINK 


PHILLYIS ENJOYING the beginnings ofa 
v^anboomlet. Blackbird and Grindcore House 
have wedged into the k)cal pizza andcoBee scenes, 
respective^, and more options — a fast-food operation in 
Rittenhouse; a raw-food cafe on 12th Street; a hoagie cart 
in West Philly — will soon join in. But no restaurant of 
this ilk was met with more excitement than Rich Landau 
and Kate Jacoby’s Vedge, which opened in November. 

Thank reputation, In 1994, Landau opened a cafe 
called Horizons inside a Willow Grove health -food store. 
Afterseveral expansiois, Landau and wife Jacoby relo- 
cated Horizons to Seventh and South, where it operated 
with great success before closing this summer. Now. with 


the sli^dy posh, fine-diney and fully v^an Vedge. which 
shifts focus from meat-aping proteins like seitan and 
temp^ and places it back on vegetables. Landau feels 
he’s reached the pinnacle of the Horizons progression'' 

— and its enthusiastic acceptance here represents a 
noted shift within our often meat-fixated dining culture. 

When Horizons opened, Landau'didn’tevoi have the 
word ’vegetarian' on the menu.'hesays.'V^tarians 
were made fun of — like, 'Put on some tie-dye. smoke 
some pot and make some veggie chib, man."Nowin2011, 
Landau is sure “you canget a great vegetarian meal any- 
where in the dty* Vedge tops the options, thanks to its 
smart approach. There's “no literature and no lessons' to 


digest before navigating the small-plate menu. ‘No one 
wants to be told how to eat, how to drink and howto live, ' 
says Landau. ‘Tve always wanted it to be about food, not 
a diet. Vegan or vegetarian is adiet.V^etables are food.” 

Jacoby is pleased by Vedge 's clientele. “We get strict 
vegans and we getpeople who tell ine how they went 
deer hunting the other day.'The very young Vedge is 
already fixing to wear Philly’s vegan crown — but it’s 
also on its way to becoming one of the ri^'sdesHnutiw 
reshiu rants, period. 

— Drew Later 

THE PRODUCE DEPARTMENT Ounenkotr .toroP.y and AuA 





"No one does madcap soeio-political 
theater better than New City Stage." 

-Srags Magazine 





A Philadelphia premiere by Christopher Durang 
directed by Michael Brophy 


NOW thru JANUARY 8, 2012 


ADRIENNE THEATRE MAIN STAGE 

2030 Sansom Street, Philadelphia, PA 


1 ^^ 


SIO Tickets with Code CITYPAPERl 

215.563.7500 / www.NewCityStoge.org 
Or bring this od to the box office 





• Free Parking 
•Great after a workout 

• Facial Beauty 

PROnSSIONAL SERVICE BalsCmyd. PA1»04 
111BAIAAVE. Tel: 610-667-8370 



tMjor Cndit Canis Accepted 




SUNDAY DEC 18 


ALL AGES CHRISTMAS SHOW 4PM 


MEATLOAF BACKGROUND VOCAUST 

and a night of EXPLOSIVE MUSIC with CC COLETTi 
Jmi. 21,2012 -8:00 PM 

Ve TRI STATES GREATEST LED ZEPPELIN TRIBUTE BAND^ 

KASHMIR 

. Jan. 27, 2012 ■ 8iOO PM • 

A night OF PURE BLUECRASeAND COUNTRY JAM 

A CITIZENS BAND RADIO & CABINET 

\ Jan. 28, 2012 • BM)0 PM 

\ PRE-VAUNTINES DINNER CONCERT WITH, , 

FLEETWOOD MAC TRIBUTE ARTIST 

~ P*b. 10. 2912 - 6.-00 PM / 

START MAKING SENSE: / 

'v TAUCING HEADS TRIBUTE plus Great yVN(« Caps 
V\ FBb.2»,20«-J«»0PM / 

\\ ' — ■ I 

\ \ An Evening With j L 

\ JEFFERSON STARSniF 

\ Map.17.aoia-«:OOPhl , / 

\ 'A Reggae Tribute to the Beatles with 

\ \ YELLOW DUBMARINE’ 

\ N. \ Mat 2X, 2012 - 8:00 PM / / 

\ Maida Presents Mefalgeddon 2dl2 

X \ SKID ROW / ,/ 

with special guest KIX ' 

^ N^ar. 30, 2012 ■ 9:00 PM / y' 


HAVANA NEW HOPE 

10S South Msin Street. New Hope PA 18938 
Hevena Concert Line 21S.862.1933 
http.//www.havsnenewhope.coni 
www.eomcasttix.cem 





► 2011 AWARD WINNERS 




\ THE NONPROFIT NATIONAL oiganizatiaD P^rhiere for 

Sacred Places (PSP), formed here in 19 89. operates fruin a 
simple premise: Churches have an important economic eflect on the com- 
munity, hi the past few years, PSP has made its markin our city, says 
executive vice president Tuomi Joshua Fbrrest:“Philadelihia is our R&D 
laboratory for new progTams, the epicenter for the movement." 

PSPs aOlOstudy.The Economic Halo EffectofHiatoric Congregationa,’ 
with die University ofPennsyivaniB Sdioolof Social Micy and Practice, 
found that 12 representative congregations contribute $52 million to the 
city’s annual economic value. Nevortheless, congregations face decreasing 
memberships and shrinking resources. 

PSPs program Arts in Sacred Places focuses on churches' unique but 
often overlooked asset: theirspaces, which arts organizations sorely need. 
Thebigidea. Forrest explains, is to ‘use the full orr^ of resources and pro- 
grams in anew strategic way." One example of this revisiooingis the the- 
ater and offices opened in October by six small companies — the Off-Broad 
Street consortium — in Center City’s First Baptist Churdx 
Ibepugram is nonsectarian, notes Fbrrest. Much space is available Ibr 
theater , Hflnrta and fine arts groups, and no tonkin Center City. Projects 
areunderway in Kensington and south of South Street.Tbese are ‘not 
landlord-tenant relationships, but more substantial," 

Combining arts groups and chunhes can come with com]^icatiims.‘’Arts 
fear work might be censored, churches wonder what’s appopriate.'Forrest 
admits, Yet they have a shared mission — to grow and reach new people 
— and Fbrrest has found an overwhelming number of interested groupa 
Overall, PSP pursues complex sol utio ns to complex issues.'These devel- 
opments make nei^borhoods more livable and attractive, says Fbrrest. 
*Stre^ are clean, property values go up, arts and sodal services are more 
available. . . . This lifts up what's best about this city." 

— MarkCefta 


Chairh, 2040 Cbntlii 


AVIEWAiOnc. 


HONORABLE METfnONS 

ARTS 

*fl£SUflfl£CT DEAD: THE MYSTERY OF THETOYNBEEVLESNotonlyilui 
MmmakerJenFoyandthesutsoftliisPbllly-locuseddocLndatnjIyfsscinairiq 
subjeetto dig their lens into, they actually sdved the mystery That never happens. 
eOetOER REEL Under leader Joe Ippolito, this inspiring organization empowers 
Pblly'siransgendarcomrTHjnitythrejghrnultmediBsrt e JJTlZIOUAnalready.pro- 
tific performirig arts photographer, Tizioutooktothe proverbial/actual dues in 201 1, 
unveiling hs'How Pblly Moves' mural on the fa;sde of a Pbladelphia mternatiorval 
Airport parking garage. Imagine how many folks have seen rtfrom I-9S ance October 











RiliilTiiE FASJlPm(li 


mmm 


era'scratch tickeHe.v.erMtifriavometitratlF.UEII! 


Ufin $1 000, Cash,^,^s, PersonoliTMiniiiw 


in store discounts and more! 



► 2011 AWARD WINNERS 



OCCUPY PHILLYWASbig.And indeed, it 

still is: a big headache for the m^a-rich and so 


originated with a small group of people pitdung tents in 
New York’s Zuccqtti on Sept. 1 7, As the NYPD brutal- 

ized and arrested occuiiers, pmtesteTS fmm the around 
the country aiTTved. and the news media sat up and 
paid attention. Soon, occupations sprung up worldwide 
— including here in niiladelphiu. 

On Oct 4, hundreds packed into the Arch Street United 
Methodist Church and, in whattoobservers seemed like 
a miracle ofmass decision-making, ({uickly elected to 
start occupying Dilworth Plaza two days later. 


The movement’s message, protesting the overwhelming 
political and economic control that the super-richf*tbe 1 
percenf) have overtherestofus (“the 99 percent"), suc- 
ceeded in articulating a deep-seated anger over economic 
inequality that has been festering but muted since the 
2007 finandal crisis — and even well before. 

The movement was, of course, not perfect. Occup/s tech- 
nically “leaderless" and thus open to anyone: Some who 
made their way in front of microphones sounded stupid, 
including the pereistently conspiratorial andcra^Ron 
Paul people — but , hey, those guys show up everywhere! 

The movementfs membership and demands, howevei; 
are mud) bigger Just peruse tlie stories at wcurethe99- 


percent.tumblzcom.Even those whoVe soured m the occu- 
pation find the message infectious. The Daily Nans, which 
see-sawed ovemi^t between Honizingthe movement and 
dubbing them “Occupy Filthy," continues to trumpet their 
message of economic justice. Even Mayor Nfidmel Nutter 
felt compelled to defend the reconstfrudion of Dilworth 
Plaza as “built by the 99 percent for the 99 percent" 
Though dislodged on Nov. 30. the movement likely won’t 
stop occupying Philly’s political agenda anytime soon. 

— Daniel Denvir 


GROUP PARTICIPATION: Occupy PhillyprolalenphoKjitmplicdon 
Noa 27. three days befbre they were etwletifroen Ddujorih PUua. 






And It’s My Great Pleasure to Once 
Again Support The “Toys For Tots” 
P Foundation With My Good Friend Long 
Snapper & Magician, Jon Dorenbos. 

We’re Proud to Support The Kids 
Right Here In The Delaware Valley. 


Gary M. Barhera Jon Dorenbos 


TOYS FOR TOTS 



Long Snapper & Magidan f 

i That’s Right Gary, 

' I’m Proud To Support 
The Local 

“Toys For Tots” r 
Foundation. ) /> 


V 


^ Utpiug CORPS RE^RVE 


For More 
Information 
Please Visit: 



Toy8ForTols.org 
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artsmusicmovlesmayhem 



I’LLUAKEMYWAYtoachillyAllaritic City this 
weekend for DEVO at the ShowAoat (Dec. 1 6], a 
quick bite at Michael Sdnjlson's Sampat atthe 
Borgata. and a dip into the Pool at Har rail’s for a 
nightcap. But A.C. will be a coM^.sad and ioneller 
place nowthatThe Colonel (Dabney Coleman). 
Angela lAleksa Palladinol and most partcu- 
laily — but not shockingly — Jimmy Darmody 
(Michael Pitt) are gone Irom HBO s Boardwalk 
Empire. Sure, rumors spread since October that 
PIttwasaxed by his agent br beingdifflc Jit "ohset 
andothetwise.'Senesco-creator Terrence winter 
saysDarmodysslaughter occurred because that's 
where theschptbnk them, but son. Cojidn't they 
nave knocked oK NuckyS creepy brctherEl? HBO 
coukTve wiped out the cast of Luck— the lame 
Michael Mann show that followed Boardwalks 
finale— rtwassobad. Saying. ^-WhydidPhilly 
ignore Spank Rock, lb lewd son of party rap. when 
hedropped nislong-awaited£verytMigteS 0 rfrig 
and Everyoneis a Fucking l/arthis summer? 
Make a ChrisbiBS present of being there tor him 
at Voyeur Dec. 1 7. tor Maktog Time's two-b uck- 
bash. >■ Here's soiTR out-of-nowhere DJ news: 
Tommy Up — the hambutglar proprietor ot PVT 
InthenazzawhosePaperskeetdJOprodLJCtons 
have seeminglytakenaback seat totlipping tony 
meat patties tor hard cash— v«ill start a once- 
monthly party at the Trestle Inn. where he'll do 
something he hasn't previouslyisiln. “Mainly. It's 
lusttogetmeoutoftheneighboihood.'saysUp.a 
Ndibslixture. >■ Know who eises up to something 
heS not known tor doing? Bghth and FItzwater's 
LIttleBarowner Michael D'AddesI He'sgota 
punk band. FLN. wNchil make Its debut on the 
roofofhisclubonJan.lS, dunngaprivate release 
partytor the upcoming Mofifcandisc. ^Keep 
youreyeonafkxiiishlngnewreiationshipbetween 
Old City neghbors Ristoranto Panorama at Front 
and Market andthe dapper brotherly proprietors 
(Eric and RyanBerley) of the newly opened Shatte 
Confectionery and TTe Frankin Fountain. Made- 
for-Panoramacandies, Ice creams and gelatos are 
intheofflng.Staybjned. >-RememOertepackbld 
you exclusively how Pine Bros.' soft cough drops, 
started lnthisfalrtownin1870byJ.HermanPine 
andnowrebrandedbyVictoiiaKni^t-McDowell 
(Airborne products) andherscreenwnter/direcior 
husband.ThoniasRiderMtilcwel.wDuldrelaunch 
thlsweeken(r?Weii. rather man hoidanevent at 
the Pat's/Geno'sareaas dtecussed. Rudy "Tirttl" 
Grayzell (who says Elvis Presley turned him on 
to Pine drops) andJenyBlavat will drop thedrops 
outside Hard Rock Cafe (12ti and Market) at noon 
on Dec. t&Rocking yes. But not coughing. >■ More 
Ice at citypaper.nettorlticaifnass. 



' perTormance art 

WILDEST DREAMZ 

A hodgepodge creative troupe gathers for an 
evening of comedy d'art. By A.O. Amorosi 

W hen it cornea to Philly artiat types pursuing stand up. you 
might imagine loteofjokea about the CnrmasterCyc/e and 
aeverai dkl-you-hear-the-onea about Richard Prince and 
the nurse .Yet Comedy Dreamz, a tnnipe of avant-eomedians per- 
forming Saturday night at the Baihaiy, goes beyond taking shots 
at the New Museum or Giant Rrfiot Gallery: Their sense of stream- 
ofeonsaousness verbal teasing will allowthe evening to get very 
phyricahveiy fast.lhinkhiLiL'rngColormeets Un ChienAndalou 
— or the cast of Bosgui'ot dancing thiDughPi, 

It helps that Comedy Dreamz — originated by members of the 
Space 1026 collective — is pe[f>ered with the likesofPhiDy racon- 
teurs. Laris Kreslins does a bit where the audience is forced to listen 
to audio from a vintage Kiss concert while watching him paint his 
face like I^ter Chris, nhile local standup giants such as Doogie 
Homer. Steve Miller-Miller, Caio^ Busa, Sidney Gantt and Chris 
Cotton fill inthe gaps with more traditional punch tines. 'We like 
the “real' and 'r^ular'cotnedy scene," says Andrew Jeffrey Wright 
ofthecomicteaminghe’scrafledwith compatriot Rose Luardo.'We 
want to be apart ofit just as much as we want to bo a part of die art 
scene." When you consider that Wright’s baris Sir all art is the use of 
ridiculouB humor, it all shirte to make sense, 
l&eslins' need forcheekhaikens back to a smpiertime.when be 


was living in Brooklyn and performing at lute's Canrh' Store, for an 
event called'Comedy by No^-CamBdians."^t was exactlywhat you’d 
thinkit was, a niglitofpeople who I thought were funny, butdid not. 
diink of themselves as comic8,'saysKresIiiis,wbo tried doing the 
same thing at NoLibs spots like The StandurdThp, teaming up with 
Philly's most whadcavanUgardepack-lt was a beautiful disaster," 
says Kreslins ofthe performance that included potted plants being 
thrown against &ke brick walls and restraining comedians who got 
too physical. ‘Ihings really got out of haniL'That sort offree-for-all 
is the perfect rootfor what Kreslins and the Space 1026ers are now 
taking on in terms ofbad impersonations, performance slapstick 

and in suit dandng.Butwhatof 
the *real' comedians who take 
part in the murky mirth? What 
do they think of all thU smreal- 

“Theyrun their own show, 
or world, and it's com [Jetely 
freeiiig,’says Helium favorite and Comedy Dreamz participant 
Carolyn Busa, She notes that though some comics are at ease with 
theartisl-cmly crew some ‘^working comedians’ get "creeped out" 
iriicn the likes of Wright, Luardo and Kreslins refuse to break char- 
acter. 1 think people were a little scared at hist, but because it was 
so different people finatiy relaxed and realized comedy works in so 
many ways othcrthiinamic and a bur stool Besides, I think we all 
should be ddng jokes about theCremastir Cycle." 

lajimoroe/Sdlypoper.nel) 
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Just picture 
the Basquiat 
cast dancing 
through Pi. 


[ a slightly faceless air of politeness ]_ 


V weirdo disco 

'Hiere are your humdrum, workaday coa- 
mic disco epics, and then there are your 
mega mutant bongos'Dlazeia boogiethons 
about being abducted by actual space 



much how it feels to listen to Mungolii 
Jetset, a coui^e of Norwegian knucklr 
heads with some seriously srrewy i 
(Smalltown Supersoundlboasts their tightest compositions ^t, but 
it’s best when their pm diantfordeliriousiyproggy absurdist tdtach 
excessislcft fully unfettered, — K. no»* Hoffman 


> foik/caltic 

Staitingwith Celtic harp accompanied by subtle bodliun, segueing 
into accordion and fiddle, then the fa miliar voicesof John Roberts 
andTony Bamind, the aural refreshmentofJennlfer Cutting’s 
Ocean Orchestra's latest, Song o/'5o/s((0?<SunSignl. is gratify- 
ing. The subtitle, ‘Celtic Music forMidwinter,’'8hould tel) you this 
is not the average Christmas alhurtL Many tunes are hundredsof 
yearsold; others were written to enfold all who feel a sense of awe at 
the time of solstice. 


► olBctronlc 

Much like lastyear'squietlyenchantingdebut by theirHotflush 
labelmates Mount Kimbie, the eponymous bow from Brooklyn post- 
dubstep duo Sepalcure — polymathic beat luminaries Praveen 
Sharma (aka BraiUe) and Travis Stewart (aka Machinedrum) — Gl- 
ters the dtfiiise diaspora of U.K.-bass micro-gmres into a focused, 
delicately detailed set of gently fluid, pointillislic grooves, frayed 
vocal fragments, and warmly woozy atmospheres, whose slightly 
frceless air of politeness and famibarityhard^ diminishes its 
ample,unassimitngcharms. — K. Ross H 


> rock/pop 

The Really Cooks may be the only Toad 
rock" band in Philly.Wuit, they definitely 
are. Blending elements of ’60s British 
pop and tongue-in-check themes, the 
Really Cooks serve some of the bouncicst 
tracks around on their self-released Dr. 

Lemonade Stand. There are disco dance 
beabion “Dances in High Heels," “fbtchforksaodKnives’haa 
Viking chant verses and “Mr. Carlisle’could be mistaken for Simon 
& GarfuDkel.Hittherealiycooks.com br recipes, then go to The 
HeadHouse tonight (Dec 16, he Bdhousephilly.com) to see them Hve. 


flick lick I'novw, 
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By Shaun Brady 
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BEING ELMO: 

A PUPPETEER’S JOURNEY 

B ELMO REPRESENTS LOVE, says Kevin Clash ofhis self-made world of endless 
hugs and kisses.The routetothat representation is remarkably smooth in Constance 
Maiks and Philip Shaneb mostly supetficial and completely sweet donimentaiy, which 
provides plenty of talking heads to repeat fellow puppeteer Fran Brill’s sentiment 
that “[Clash] is most comfortable in his own skin when he is Elmo." Explains narra- 
torGnterviewee Whoopi Goldberg, Clash has always loved TV- - in particular. Captain 
Kangaroo on weekday morning and Disney on Sunday ni^ls.Wben he was a boy, the 
make-believe characters trarr^orted him to magical places. far away from Baltimore’s 
“Chocolate City" Kevin endured some teasing from classnates as be began Toalcing pup- 
pe(:5 and putting (m shows for sick children (he was, of course, 
accusedof’ldayingwithdolls’l.buteven as his sisters resented 

but nof 

ingon alocalTV diowtoNewYork, wherehemetKermit tnwe, so deep. 

Prank Oz and eventually Jim Henson, Broughton board with 
the Muppets for Clash seized an unlikely opportunity; When puppeteer 

Ridiord Hunt couldnt sort out how to make Elmo work, he tossed the puppet into Clash’s 
lap — fitcrally 'Hte rest may be history, yet tire film doesn't look much at the rest There's 
been tension along the way — Clash mentions that Henson had no black puppetoeni 
bebre he came cn, and also notes that his ex-wife was annoyed las obsession witli tap- 
ing Elmo’s commentary on herpregnoncy — yet fcr the most port the movie keeps to the 
cute ness, reflecting on Elmo’s perbrmance — and maybe his essence, if he has one. “He’s 
the pure innotence part ofKevin that I think he always wants to be,“ says puppeteer Bill 
Barretta. ‘but people would think he was crazy if he did it all the time." — Cindy Fuchs 


I Thls sprawling, ^gs-bared live set reunites 
three longtime compatriots — saxophonist 
Tim Berne, guitarist Nels Cline and drummer Jim 
Black — foraferodoustnodate. Berne's scything 
alto, Cline's extraterrestrial eruptions and Black's 
scrapyard barrage meld lito an Intensely inven- 
tive whole. 


SAMUEL BLASER 



S AIwaysan intriguing coHaboraUve presence. 
Taborn'ssok) piano detxAlsaworkotmusjal 
I mystery.provocativedepOiandlntellecUalclariV. 


4 To celebrate his 50th birthday. Shipp offers a 
monumentiltw-discsifveyofhlsiconoclaEtlc 
anistry. one solo, the second with his latest Olo. 

STEVE COLEMAN S FIVE ELEMENTS 


~ Coteman'sacolytes have overtaken the jazz 
J world of late, but the sawptionIstAioniposer 
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es tforefronts Jen Sliyu's abstract vocalese as an 
Integral element of Coleman's singJar gieces. 

DAVIDS. WARE 

The second In a senes of solo releases docu- 
O menting the sax titan's return to piAllc per- 
formance following a kirhey tran^lanL Oiyanica 
consists of two stunning concerts featuring his 
ever-muscular tenor and the debut of a sinuous 
sopranlno. Proof positive of not omy Ware’s vitality 
Out tne Irrepressible loiee ef his creafive mind. 


WADADALEO SMITH’S ORGANIC 

/IniM'a Ht/IrrlKnit 

7 The greatAACM trumpeter/composer revisits 
and reconcelves MllesOavis' 70s eEctic peri- 
od onadouble-disc set backed by an ensemOleof 
young all-stais who offerafresh and comOustOle 
taKeonfunk-nK;k-jazzfusloa 

DARIUSJONESTRIO 

B141 Gurt {Smell Uy Dteaml 


g Unlike SO many of hIs hyper-lntellectuallzed 


of brawny sound from Iksalto. That's not tosug- 
gest he's any less hxward-ihinking. however, as 


this envelope-shoving second vNumeinhis musi- 
cal autoDlography.centeredon ns rural Virginia 
upbringing, snows 


REZ ABBASI'S INVOCATION 



alsoonhand. 


CUR'nS MACDONALD 



Xiyiai.KtiiiimfaiTit.'Hi'UliaraaingoHouilaiioilta 
songsol20l I on nurASf Odg: QllcalUass Ictypaper. 
mvcrlcamass). 



re:view 

Robin nc« on visual art 


SIREN SONGS 



FLIRTING WITH ABSTRACTION: MODERN AND 
CXPNTEMPORARY ART OF PHILADELPHIA/ 
MARY L.O. HOOD AND PHILADELPHIA 
MODERNISM I ThrowA Jan. «.K'(>oc6nrn-Ar/ 
Afiim'iim, 920/(Jrnnon/ou-nA£v>,J/5W7-(M7(5. 
ii'oodmcrmnmweeumjirg 

k-PHILAOELPHU'S PLACE INAmencun Moder- 
nism. and American Modemiam'a place inPhila- 
deiphia.are at the heart cpftwoexhibitionii at the 
Woodmere Art Museum this month. “FBrting 
with AbaCractiim’’ is built amund a group ofpainb 
ingsthat Kaien S^alhas promised the museum. 

( This gift win almost certainly cement Whodmere’s 
reputation as the jTemier repository of regional 
Modernist abstract painting. The exhibition of 75 
works by Fhiladel|dua artists includes many com- 
plemaitarypiecesfrom the permanent collection. 

If you’ve ever beoi smittenwith a Philadelphia 
abstract or Modernist painter, from poetic Warren 
Rohier to energetic Doris Staffel to marvel- 
ously moody Stuart Stub, dtances are there’s 
an example in this show, Its title, ‘Flirting with 
Abstraction.'' makes it deardtat total commit- 
ment to abstraction is not requited. Most of the 
paintings record an artist’s internal dialogue — so 
flirtation is a happy description — with pigment, 
ground.gestureandvisicn. Painter and art writer 
BiD Scottcontributedanessay tothe catalog, “An 
Artist’s Thoughts on Abstracti(m.’’He is acqu uint- 
ed with so many of the artists — including Segal 
herself — that one can't help but suspect he was a 
key figure in organizing the show. 

If seasy tn see the truth of Scotf scontention that 
the apparently e9>Ttbss felidty of hisown paint- 
ings is rooted in nature. Re presentational referenc- 
es in Jane Piper's white-out edited still-li& works 
I and garden paintings are even dearer: and .some 

pieces, like RoseNaftulin'sIusdous blue and green 
Lily Pond, are more Fame than abstract. Segal’s oil 
pastels, executed in meandering calligraphic color, 
are distinctive and infused widi immediacy. 

Asmall, resonant translucent-red panel with 
black splotches reminded me what an accom- 
plished painter Bmce Rtllockis. There’s even a 
workby Rce Morton, who died at the age of 41 just 
I as her career was moving into hi^ gear. She is 

often associated with the Rip movement, but her 


Manipulationsofthe Organic leaf 
forms fits well here. The absence 
oftwo-dimensicnaJ collage isa 
surpnse, and despite the show's 
subtitled reference to modem 
and contemporary, no attempt 
ismade to define or categorize 
movemente. But perhaps that’s 
for the best. FUrtingis best 

than atheoretical level. 

> THE WOODMERE'S com- 
panion dicrw.'‘Mary G.L. Hood 
and Philadelphia bfoderrusm,'' 
is fascinating in the way it 
illuininates chunks of the 20th 
century in a particular affluent 
and artistic New Hope comerof 
Pennsylvania. Hood (1886-1967) 
and her daughter, Agnes Hood 
Miller (1908- 19671, mightbe 
called semi-professional ortbts. 
They worked diligendy at paint- 
ing.ea£hon her own. Mary kept 
350 live birds in the basement 
and deagned her own clothing. 
They studied, hosted artistic 
events, sdiibi ted brie fN and once 

tt’s better 
to flirt on an 
experiential 
level. 

traveled to Mexico where they 
visitedthe house ofDiego Rivera 
and met him fora few moments. 
Mary Hood's paintings are often 
successful 9)e had a delight- 
ful sense of color and feeling for 
line (as in Untitled, pictured 
detail) reminiscent ofher teacher. 
Arthur R Carles. She spent way 
too much time (years!)makinga 
needlepoint stair runner docu- 
menting rhp history ofher house. 
This show is fleshed out with a 
number of related works from the 
museum’s collection. 

The cabilag to the Hood show 
includes a wonderful account 
ofMary Hood and her bouse. 
Springdale, by her granddaugh- 
ter, Sarah Hood Bodine. For any- 
one interested in Delaware Valley 
painting, this and the handsome 
Sega] show catalog would make 
excel but stoddng stuffers. 

(r_rioe®dfypopernef) 
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STIFF NIGHTS 2pack $14.99! 


(heck out our other two locations! 


FANTASY ADULT CENTER 
Mon-Sat Sam to Midnight. Sunday Noon To MidnigM 
(215)781-9943 



Sprinkle Me Fit! 

Same Food. Some Taste. Fewer Calories. 



Keep The Taste, Lose the Weight, Naturally! 


Fit® Calorie Crystals ^ 

• Reduce calorie absorption ^ 

- Will not change the taste ofyourfood , 
- Active ingredient is natural and dinieally tested 


Fit® Calorie Crystals are a safe and effective food additive and appetite 
suppressant that, ^en sprinkled on your food, effectively reduces the amount 
of calories your body absorbs, even when consuming the foods you level 


TO PLACE AN ORDER OR TO LEARN MORE, 
VISIT FITPIE T.COM 




m 


curta incall 

David Anthony Fox on thsatar 


j WHY IS RIGHT 

I > DERANGED FAMILIES, REPUBLICAN dogma ratcheted up to 
S' dangerous heights, a first date fiom hell at (wait far it) Hooters 
I — now this is ray kind of holiday show. It may not be yours, of oourse. 
Z But starting with the syntacticaQy haywire title. Christopher 
£ Durang's Why Tortire Is Wrong, and the People Who Love 
S Them, on stage now via NewQty Stage Co.. is a hilarious letum 
5 taformfartbequirkypIaywright.It’sineverent,it’sorazy.it^ ... 

J well,lthinkitfsbeartwaraimg. 

Felicity has hnH better days. After a night of drinking and god- 
knows^what. she^ just awakened next to a man she’s never met It 
turns out they’re married, and his name is Zamir, He’s sometimes 
endearing, more often pridih'. and Ihlidty wonders if he’s a terrorist 
Ishe?Not entirely clear("It’aIriah,’'Zanursays of his name, whar 
Felid^ asks about it I, But Leonard, Felicity’s father, is convinced 
from the get-go. (Of course, when it comes to secret lives.Zamtr has 
nothing on Leonard, who regularly absents himselffromfaituly life 
to tend to his butterfly collection. ) As for Luellu, Felicity's mother, 
she'd probably prefer a more conventional home bfe — that is. in the 
infrequent moments she's able to focus on the present. 

The above is about as dosetouplotsummary as tcanoffer 
— notorUy because I don't want to give away the surprises, but 
because there’s not much ofa story. Durang’s world of wacky com- 
er^ fueled by outrage and pain, familiar from plays like Beyond 
Therapy, The Marriage of Bette and Boo and Sister Ma/y Ignatius 



E^ricins/t Ail /"or You, has never followed ortbodos dramaturgy, 

Fbrrae, that’s part of the joy. Durang is bodr a playwright and an 
actorof delightfully offbeat diarm, but in re cent years he’s written 
less — iuid some of the later work (Afim Witherspoon in particular) 
seems to reach out fardeeper meaning. Ordinarily, one mi^it call this 
maturity, but to me u few ofthe recent i^aysladced the brio of old. 

Tm happy to reportilfs all backinTbrture.It’sasifthe Bush 
Doctrinehasrefueled Durong'screudve tanks. (At least it was good 
for something.) 

One ofmy fevorite Durong tricks is the stream -of-consciousness 
non sequiturs that flow through the dialogue. Here. LueHa is given 
to musing on the theater, and one of her monologues — about Ibm 
Stoppard’s CbosI of Utopia trilogy — had me laughing so hard 
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I think I missed the rtext five minutes. 

This wasdelivered by Marda Saunders, 
in a superb performance that captured 
the essence ofLueUa. a doting mom from 
Maplewood.NJ.. in all hersadomasochistic 
glory. Equally fine was Haul Nolan's gleeful 
Leonard, and there was stellar support from 
RussWiddall as a minister/pom filmmaker, 
Sonja Robson as a Southern matron/ama- 
teur spy andEdSwidey as ...well, I don't 
know quite what be is. (See, I told you this 
doesn't make sense. Just go with it.) 

Sam Henderson (Zamir) has exactly the 
right impredictable mix of sweet and scary. 
Ginger Dayle(Felidty)is properly hapless, 
but she lacks the tum-<m-a-dime range 
that’s so necessary in Durang. Director 
Michael Brophy's production is generally 
fine, though it sometimes lades a degree 
of sharpness, and is slowed down by scene 
changes ( they're necessary, but so is speed). 

UltimBtely. Tbrture is a special piece for 
specialized tastes — but no Durang fan 
should miasit.ThroughJan.8,2012, $24- 
$26, New City Stage Co. at theAdrienne, 
2030 San8OmSt..225-563-7500, neweity- 
Btage.org. 

Id Jbx@citypaper.net) 
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movi ©shorts 

FILMS ARE GRADED BY CITY PAPER CRITICS A-F. 



+ NEW 

ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS: 01IPWRECKED 
A hoiibi- In real life. chipmunks 
aomelimes eat amall bugs and mice. 

Maybe next Squeakquel. iNot rfvtewcdK f^arl, lIA69th 
Si., l!A Grant, UARiifn'iew) 

BEING ELMD:APUPPETEBTSJOURNEY|B 

MISSION IMPOSSIBLE:GHOSTraOTOCOL 

Read Drew Labor's revKw at atypaper.net I mavieH. 
(Tuttleman I.VAX) 

SHERLOCK H0LMES:A GAME OF SHADOWS I A- 

Girb want todateLbem,guyssv2uillo be them (OK. and 
also probably want to dale ibemh Robert Downey Jc and 
Jude Law return fora 1891 .eel Halmea sequel with all Ibe 
same great Gght scenes and premeditated plans ofaltack. 
But this time around, they're dealing with an academic 
enemy. Professor James Moriany (Jared Ilarrisl, the cool- 
as -a -cuke evil mastermind behind world destruclion, is a 
university professor and renowned author who’s (Teated 
a supply (of machine pislolal- andallhehas lodoistrig- 
ger a wtrld war tocreale (hedemancL But cvitn the bleak 
Cale uftht- wcrldcan't bringdown the mischievous Hulmrs 
(Downey Jr.) and alwaya-^cptical Watson I Law), whose 
endearing bromance gets even sillier in round I, wo (cue 
Holmes in drag, pulling Watson to the door- Lododge 

slow the pace. Tbou^ it runs a little long, S/tadowtt picks 


up toward the end! (hanks in pari, to multiple high .stakes 
explosions), and visionary director Guy Ritchie’s visual 
eflects and deverly produced shots nsnind viewers that 
thiaia an action movie nod an artistic one. The essy.on- 
the«ye8 star power doean'l hurt, either. Always nic e to see 
you. Holmes- -Anno fhn IPnrL Rot.v, f/A6S/A St.. UA 
Grant. IIA Rieen-iewl 

YOUNG AOULTIB- 

The trealiveteam behind duns - dinrtor Jason Reil- 
man, writer Diablo Cody • prupoeed a slightly dilTerenl 
bmt for Lbeir wordy amarlass foniale lead this lime out. 
Imagine iftheliiigoArippingJuno were her small-lown 
Minnesota high school's prettiest, meanest blonde, dating 
the handaomeal. nicest boy, to the envy of ail. Afler Lbeir 
bust-up. ahe moves to the big dty lor a successful writer’s 
career, leaving her strip-maU townies in the dust. Fine. But 
young Adu/t’a Mavis Gary la rumpled, boozing, eye-roUing 
CbartizeTheron)isaglad.to-be-unhappygh(nLwriLerfor 
atween-giri bookseiiestdiose quickly unraveling life! the 
series iscancefed)gets anutherjoll when she distovtaa 
that her now-manieil exAieau (Patrick WilsonI had a baby. 
Deluded by her own lauered levd of urban sophistication 
and battered beauty. Mavis beads back to thal. hometown 
— its watering hd as intact, peopled by the leasi -popular, 
most-beat-upon guy in school iPallunOawall l — with 
seduction, at any cost, as her goal. Roll man and l!)ody paint 
thdr coming-of-middlo-agc poiirait with a dark palette 
Ihls timeout: Ueakercomk'twitchi's.ncon-dapplod nights. 

sndOswall’sdiaractersisa sharply sardonic and, at Limes, 
lender brand ofchalter in league with Cody’s best, its Ibr- 
lom denouement and self-revelatory ending is surprisingly 
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ROBERT DOWNEY JR. JUDE LAW 


EVERYWHERE FRIDAY, DECEMBER 16 

CHECK DIRECTORIES FOR LISTINGS 


“THE MOST FUN 

YOU’LL HAVE AT THE 
MOVIES THIS YEAR!” 

Joel 0, Amos, MOV1EFANATIC.COM 

"IT’S EVEN BETTER THAN THE 
FIRST MOyJE." 

Tom Snyder, MOvIeOTIDE • , 

' T XMUL 

“ROBERT DOWNEY JR. A 
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/ . Pafrt^loner, PBS FLClfl^, 
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+ CONTINUING 

THE DESCENDANTS I 
Allhougb il'gUo-d wilh undt-rguruid 
humir, Thr Dnu i ndaiilH Ig Alt-JUndR- 
I*ayiu-8 lint ‘‘WTioug' Dim, whUTi is 

study in slowly thawing withdrawal; 

Amanron, rally without the art -house 
abstraniun.There’s perhaps a bit too 
mudiselfronsciousmatiirit.yhere; 
Payne’s exploring new territory, but 
it also ieeb like be’s bddingbimself 
back, atmnpting to evolve tbrougb 
repr^sion.Tbe Cbn could bave been 
bveUerwitbout straying too far lioin its 

iRilzEa^/ 


malting jaoneer Georges M^bes is an 
eriusiOD ufuncnniroUed passion and 
paralyzing beartbreak, a la le -night 
■nisaive srrawlpdin the heatoromn- 
tion and destintd to be wadded up 
and UuMed away in the morning light. 
Adapting Brian Sekniik’a novel T/ir 
Imrnltai cfllu/n rohn-r.Soonuxe 
has round a means to Pul ly express 
hit irrational andoverwhelniing 



undeniable fnagieUt the worship ftil 
re-creations GTMt^lies’produoLions, 
and an electricwonderwhen thc^e 

ftlill..imn, iv-ing films joftlle their 

foronly (he modem esl of speotaoles. 
-Sinonflracfv (Pforl. llARU'crview) 

THEDESOFMARCHIB 


I iberal governor vying fur the presi- 
dency. But he doesn't jut) view the 

paycheck - be really bebevra Morris 
will improvepeoiilea’liveaonrehe 
moves into the White House. TTiat 

noonein thegame canalay rlean 
for long. Myers is soon painted into 
a nasty comer. As director, Clooney 
starts and ends The /drso^Marrh 
with impressive precision, bolding 
the brawniest chnnk of Myers' irajec- 

risetr eventual fall. —Drew Lazar 
iRUzFUe) 


HUGO I Be 

Marlin Scorsese's depiiiion of film- 


Stephen Myers iRyan Gosling I is a 
I >1 Mike MransiGeorge Clooney), the 


J. EDGAR I C 

Clint Eastwood's ptnrbanl <ur sweep- 
ing out the dusty ivmm of bygone 
eras is done no &ivora by bis bun- 


dling of the pivaleJ- Edgar Hoover, 


Cos Anfirics (Times 


“CHARLIZE THERON PLAYS MEAN TO PERFECTION- 


IN ‘YOUNG ADULF THERE IS SOMETHING 
ABSOLUTELY MESMERIZING ABOUT 

WATCHING A TRAIN WRECK UNFOLD ON SCREEN.” 



EXCLUSIVE ENGAGEMENTS 
START FRIDAY, DECEMBER 16 


Lance Blarkdoea well parsingihe 
man's much-dissected pielerencea. 

Hoover and his suspected lover, these 
moments are infrexiutail, as Eastwood 
is too Gxttted on his jumping-bean 
narrative to think about whether we 

—DE. (Ritz Filet 


LIKECRAZYIC- 

Drake Dcremus' low-key weedier 
charts the transatlantic travails of 
;i young couplet Feliriiy Junes and 
AntonYelchiniinalong-dislanct'n-- 
latiinshi p The fUm's impruvisationsl 

conse<{ueaces. but it also makes for 
shapeless scenes and (he monotonoua 
rhythmofsepnrationa and reunions. 
Most critically, Doremus asaens the 
couple's bond rather than instilling 
it, which is tosay it feds morebkea 
structural obligation than a perfect 
match. —SJi. iRiuFkel 

MAHTHA MARCT MAY MMILEN E I Be 

Elizabeth Otsen makes a strikuig 
debut in Sean Durkin's movie abcul 

h<T time in a nebukusly deOned cull. 
The drtaila of the group In which she 
bdraiged are left vague, but whatever 
bdiefs they might espouse an- less 
important than the sense of belong- 
ing. Whatever's happened to her, she’s 
damagtd beyond all but eitensive re- 
pair, and it's noldenrwhatit will take 
for her to mend. —SJL(RilzFitet 





SEE IT Finsr FRIDAY, DECEMBEH 16 
III IMAX AND SELECT THEATRES 


Roger Ebert, CHICAGO SUN'TIMES 


"Michael Fassbender delivers a riveting, 
can't*take*your*eyes-off-him performance." 
Mcwwaimr 

"Carey Mulligan and Michael Fassbender give 

unussKilly daring, committed performonces." 


WINNER! 
MICHAEL FASSBENDER 

BEST AC I O R 


Michael Fassbender 


SHAME 

A Steve M'^Queen Film 


I EXCLUSWE ENGAGEMENTS 


VOORHEES 

I . I Landmark's Rtli Five Rove Rilz Center 16 

NOW PLAYING (215)925-7900 (858) 783-2726 




movie shorts 


Green’s dipi:^. unbalai^d 7^ 
is Lhe ticket. Green, wbo has fcaOi 
successes {Pinrapple £ipressl and 
stinkers (Vour //^Anessl filed in his 
stuntrficd grass -out cabinet. lands 
a punch somewhere in the InlddIe 
wlth this cnovie.whirhBeUnarris- 
sisticacrew-upNuah ilIilDun an 
unsuspt-ctingManhattan with three 
children of privilege in bis haphazard 
care. A fouted-up take on AdvetUuret 
in Safr>si/tjng. the movie’s at its 
strcngest when it lets iliJ] just do his 
gouber-fied. incredulous, voice-11 uc- 

yes.but it’softm Tunny alon^de the 

in particular tbesoun aD-pupils 
BUtbet Landry Bender). 7Ae Sdter 
goes too fat; ibough, when it tries to 
be sweet — Noah’s multiple *jnst be 
yourseK!" speeches, wbelber they ad- 

or how U) embrare one's inner beauty, 
are rendered preposta-ous by the 
indusiunoTcharacU-ralike Ruckwcirs 

homosexual harem ovmrar. It's all 
loo silly to be takes) seriously, which 
also prt'vents (he proceedings from 
seeming irresponsible. • HL.iPnrl, 


THESKINIUVEINIA- 

Antenio Banderas plays Robert Led- 

creatinga more durable j^lheticie- 
placemeat fer huntan akin. His guinea 
pig is a woman lElena Anaya) who 
lives locked in an upstairs room in his 
massive house, her body mveiedbya 
(orm-fittingsuii and her face encased 
in a transhu'enl mask Watching bn- 
exl«iur tells us little: it’s (be way the 
pieces fit together (hat nweals. 7Vie 
Skin lUirIn is Pedm Almoddvar'a 
best film in mure than a decade, 
supremelyconrident anddn-ply unsel.- 


tling, with a climactic twist that aO but 
requires repeat viewing — SAlRttenr 
IheBuurHO) 

TOMBOY I* 

It’s summtTi ime. and Jennnel Malonn 
Ldvana) and Isture’siZo^lldranlmtkh- 
iTisdiatraclodly pregnant, so the girls 
arc led. lo find thnr way around their 

a new friend who mistaken her fcr a 
boy, she t akes on the new rote without 
thinking it through. She renames 
heiseir Michael and. over the rest << (be 
sununer.seen hcav diiTerenllifr is tor 
boys: They can tala) their shlrtsoll, play 
soccer, flirt with girls. Lnurecan’ian- 
tidpale how comfflicated her secret will 
become; yet when Jearme gets wind 
cTwhat's going <xi, thesisUsshangon 
to the secret, exploring the puesiExU- 
liesoTboynesa It’s this retaiimship 
that shapes the film: Even as Latire is 
"Ihund oul ,' Lhe film doHtn’t resolve the 
diUmmBufgmdeT she’s stumbled on. 
-Cindy FmAs iftiit ol the Bourse) 

THETWILKSHTSAGA: 
BREAKINGDAWN,FWITI|D 
Thiaisessily theshittrest and meal 
listless ThriiigA/yet.Therreepy 
wedding oT vampire EdwardlRobcst 
Pal.Linson ) and month-breathmg hu- 
man Bella (Kristen Stewart) beg) ns 
Lhe proceedings. Bella hopes they're 

Broxili an heneymoen ... and just like 
that, sheh kickirtg around barefoot 
with a blood -sucking baby btsidebET. 
pro ru pLing a n in Lermrne bte series 
ufargunients about the value oflifo 
between supernatural beings who 
can’teven die. Though there issome 

eochulhtT, all the heavy tilUng'bsling 
is relegaled to 20I2’s/hri 2. leaving 


Stewart and Taylor Lautner looking 
sullen. -D.L. (Pearl, UA Riirriiew) 


AVERY HAROLDSKUMAR 
3DCHRISTMASIB. 

The third HanJd & Kumar works 

decent new jukes. Il's been six years 
sinrethelworollegesloners landed 

(John Cltol and Kumar (Kal l^rm) 

together, beginning wil.h a quest to re- 
place a flanied-ouL Christmas tree and 
eventually putting them rxi Lhe wnxig 
side of a Russian mobster {Elias 
KoteaslandSanlaCUushimself. 

The 3D [rovides Lhe opportunity fer a 
haiidridofgags,oflea about (he surge 
in sid^ar 3D, but mostly just accounts 
Tea an unnecessary bump in the tickrt 
prire. — SLA ' llA Rweroieu) 


YOUNG GOETHE IN LOVEIB 
The boldly crazy 23-year-old Co«he 
lAlexanderFihlingl wants to write po- 
etry and plays bul his inil ial hopes arc 
dashed by his TalhtT, tired of his son’s 
ndiculous scribbling. Dad quickly 
sends youngGoel.he lowtak as a law 


where our pro Lagonist soon mratsa 
poor bul feisty woman who is engaged 
to the dispassionate Kestner.Aduel.a 
tragedy and. idLimaloly, The Somws 
of Young WbcfAcrensue. Young (Joethe 
is both utterly conventional — par- 
Gcidarly the love triangle — and com- 
pletely grati^ing. It is precisely the 
film's popidar, undimanding qualities 
that make it so appeali ng. —GM.K. 
iRilz at the Snurar) 


+ REPERTORY FILM 

AMBLER THEATER 

mE.BuilerAve..AmNer. 215-3J5- 


78SS,ainblaiheater.org ThaMup^ 
p«m Chriptmaa Cm-o)( 1992, U.S., 
SS min. C Uirkens geU puppel -fled, 
SaL.Dec.I7.lla.m..S4. 

THE BALCONY 

I003ArrhSl..2IS-922-imS.lhrlnx. 
eom.OlmHard(\i)SS.U.S..]S\ min.): 
■Now i have a machine gun. I lo.ho, ho.' 
Man.,DaLl9.8p.m,.S3. 

BRYN MAWRFLM INSTITUTE 
824W.LiiKaslrrAi<e.. Bryn Maur. 6/0- 
527'9S9B, brynmawrfilm-org. Mirecla 
on 34tf) Slmntl 1947, US. 96 min. I: 
Ifyoudcu’t feel like watching it on 
Lifotime.Sna.Deo 17, 11 am,, $5, 

INTERNATIONAL HOUSE 
3701CheslnulSt.,ilS-387-SI8S, 
lhouaephiUy.org Vrrk/rana) 1961, 
Spain. 90 min.): A nun finds it hard lo 
u|i)uld her rehgiuus primiples when 
she vnuhir creepy uncle. Siu., Dec 
n,7pm..S9. 

MEDIUM RAIS CINEMA 

eerdycom. Bum!* 1969, Italy, 1 15 

revolt in the Caribbean lo improve lhe 
British sugar trade. 7V)U.,Der. 18, 7 
p.m,.S7. 


A Swingin' SiMnmmr\ 1965, US., 80 
min.): Intrepid teenage rude piumol- 
era bnlt the Kighteiius Brothers and 
iheRipChtrdsal their local danct* 
pavilion. TAu.Dee. IS,9p,m.,S9. 

UNDERTHEINaUENCE 
CAo-rAnRozri, l9t8S.BoncroftSI., 
facebookcamlunderlheinfiuencea- 
erica, Hava Yournntf a Scary Little 
ChrfstrnaaiThis pre-digitial -age- 
focused film group screens SiaeSe 
ChriBtmaa c 1974. Can sda. 93 min i 
and Gre/rdrs : 1984. U&. 106 min.) in 
■’gorgeous VTlS.'Sun., Dpc. 18, 7 p.m., 
S‘l auggeatai donahat. 

WOODEN SHOE 

701 SoulfiS/-,2;5-4;3-(»99, wooden- 
akoehooka,enm. SttaSIngm thoBluam 
( 2006. U3.. 82 min.); The Indian fable 
ofRamayana.sel lo (he musie uf 1 920s 
ja zz siren Annette I lanshaw. So)., Dec. 
17,4pm,,fTve, What WotStf Janus 
8(4'?< 2007. U&. 90 min.): An exami- 
nation cf big business’s dependence 
on Christmas and (he tactics used lo 
make us wanna buy. buy, buy. Su)L, 
Deals. 7 pm, free. 


PHILAOaPHIA FILM SOCIETY 

Bolcxeiy at the Ttoe. 1003 Arch St, 
21S-922-688Sfilmadplphia.arg. Reru 
Exports 12010, Finland, 84 min ):A 
ragtaggroup of adventurers digs into 
the Kurvalunluii mountains to find 
theseoei cf Christmas. The., Der. 20, 
8pm,S3. 


SECRET QNEMA 

ltarrt,alioiuilHouar.3701Chi-alnut 
SI..2IS-387S125. ihouarphiityorg. 


Icilyiiaptnitl 



INVITE YOU AND A GUEST TO 
AN ADVANCE SCREENING 


LOG ON TO 

WWW.GOFOBO.COM/RSVP 

AND ENTER THE RSVP COM CfTYZYDV 
TO DOWNLOAD TWO 'ADMiT-ONE- FASSES 
TO AN ADVANCE SCREENING. 

WHILE SUPPUES LAST. 


TINKER TilLOR 
SOLDIER SPY 


THE DARKEST HOUR 

IS the stoiy of five young people 
who find themselves stranded )n Moscow, 
fighting to su/vive in the wake of 
a devastating alien attack. 


ENTER TO WIN A PASS FOR TWO 
BY TEXTING CODE AND YOUR 
ZIPCO0ETO43S49 

(EXAMPLE: CODE 19102) 


THE DARKEST HOUR 


CHRISTMAS DAY In reOLi 







267.6B7.1426 

848 So 2n(l St Quoon Village (2nd at Chnstian) 
www.kenn9ttrestauram.com 


NEW YEARS EVE 


citypaper 

INVITE YOU AND A GUEST TO A 
SPECIAL ADVANCE SCREENING 


For your chance to win a pass, go to the 
contest page online at: 

www.citypaper.net/win 


IN THEATRES WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 21 ST 

WWW.dra90ntattOO.com 


Lllcs us eoeially ' r 

and slay tuned in 4 @K«nn«tlSo2nd 

ktiieOBesiNeffPi/fi/Ofi Majaane 


Live guitar with Jack Myers 
6-8 


Disco Pit with DJ Jack Tripper. 
Spinning all disco from the 
obvious to the obscure. 
9-2 


Food and Drink Specials 
All Night! 


1525 South Street 
21S.735.1116 • jetwinebar.com 


RING IN 2012 
WITH A SIZZLE 


We will be hosPng our 2nd annual 
New Year's Eve Yards beer dnner 
ItwiI be a foir course pairing menu 
featunng (he 

Abbey Dubel and Olde Bart for S65. 
Peace. 









At 12:01am January I 2012 until 2am 

cr*fi Dnfu I/a PHf I i§ C h y O iwxy 

»• eiMtlc «n « T»nk* I «S V»4lia*iyu«Ml MwtM* 

Reservations Recommended 


Perch Pub • 1345 Locust St., 2nd Floor, Philadelphia 
<Northeast corner of Broad and Locust Streets) 

215-546-4090 www.PerchPub.com 


Celebrate at our 30th annual New Year's Eve Party 
and keep the party going iv/t/i our NEW ORLEANS 
Champagne Brunch kicking off Mardi Gras Season 



Ask about 

overnight room 
rates at the 
Loews Hotel 


JOIN THE PARTY ON 

NEW YEAR’S EVE 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 31, 2011 

ENJOY THE EXCEPTIONAL & FESTIVE ATMOSPHERE OF A 

NEW YEAR'S CELEBRATION PREPARED BY OUR CHEF. TOM HARKINS. 

5:30PM - 7PM SEATING $60 PER PERSON* 

A LA CARTE OR FOUR-COURSE PRIX FIXE MENU 
8:30PM - 11PM SEATING $125 PER PERSON* 

INCLUDES FOUR-COURSE PRIX FIXE MENU. SELECT OPEN BAR, 

CHAMPAGNE TOAST, PARTY FAVORS & LIVE DJ 

9:30PM - 1 :30PM OPEN BAR PACKAGE $75 PER PERSON* 

SELECT OPEN BAR PACKAGE, CHAMPAGNE TOAST, PARTY FAVORS & LIVE DJ 

FOR RESERVATIONS, PLEASE CALL 215.231.7357. 

•TAX & GRATUITY NOT INCLUDED 

FOR OVERNIGHT ACCOMODATIONS • WWW.LOEWSHOTELS.COM/PHILADELPHIA 










^^ecial 

^5 7 ^ 0 . 


I 



■R«5tfi\« (or Tltfto Eu 


A LA CARTE DINING ALL EVENING 

Guests a: our 9:30 & 10 pm seatings must also 
purchase the open bar package at a reduced rate 
(ji S50 per guest. lOpen UriUrnwhen MJied. cIcUils bckK 


$60 PREMIUM OPEN BAR CELEBRATION 
Required for Entrance 1 0:30 pm-1 :30 am 

$6U per Guest C>pen Bar f^ckage Includes: 

Unlimiled Premium Drinks from 10:30pm to 1:J0am 
DJ Ronnie Dubbz • ferty Favors 
ChampagneToasI at Midnight 
Purchase tickets at: posilarxxioast.licketleap.com 


WALNUT ST, 




Fireworks Nearby 
al 6pm & Midnight 


• POSlTANOCOAST.NET 


2012 


CELEBRATE THE NEW YEAR AT 

WHITE DOG CAFE - UNIVERSITY CITY ' - ' 

NYE Celebration Dinner Pajama Party Brunch 


Dec. 31, 2011 


Jan. 1, 2012 

10:30AM -igoPM 
A la Carte- Brunch Menu 
Children Welcome- 

feat. Mummer's favorites on bai 
Creg Wright 

Dress: Pajamas suggested! 


3420 SAJNfSOM ST. 
PHILADELPHIA, PA 19104 

Reservations recommended.^U 215.386.9224 
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Society Hill. 

^ Candlelight Tour 

A unique & special tour inside 
a haunted Society Hill mansion 

Ghost Stories 4 

Ghostly tales of merriment, 
mystery & resolutions gone awry 
4 Toast with a Ghost 
Champagne toast to ring in the New Year 


1215.413.19973 

L wvvw.ghosttour.com 1 


NEWYEAR'S EVE PARTY 

December 31, 2011 • 9pm-2am 

$ 64 .” per person 


MAKEYOUR 

RESERVATIONS 

NOW! 

Spaee is limited and we 
are selling tickets at a 
fast tan! Don't iriss 
out on a fabulous New 

perfect setting. 


Dj Dancing & 

Champagne Toast at MxJmglit 






JO N OUR GUEST 


From the Mob Wives 




iw'p-jiw 


$10 COVER 

DRINK SPECIALS 
GREAT MUSIC 
DRINKS 
& FUN 



5 
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Chef-owner, 


Lots of Music to Ring In the New Yearf 
Tickets on Sale Now 


INTERNATIONAL COMFORT FOOD 

ECLECTIC AND INTIMATE WITH A TINGE OF ROMANCE FOR 26 YEARS 


CELEBRATE 
WITH US ON 

NEW 

YEAR’S 

EVE! 

CHRISTINE HAVRILLA 

& GYPSY FUZZ 

Two Shows Plus Spectacular Fiw Come Knner 


NEW YEAR’S EVE 

ANTHONYJESELNIK 

r"\ FROM THE CHARLIE SHEEN 
JL Jl & DONALD TRUMP ROASTS 


TWO SHOWS 

Q 00 ^ 1 f )30 

O PM IVJ PM 

* 


T.Y ? fl.vfj/rrj/jf. 20/ J Pbi'lly Hi?f List 

BYOB Dine>ln Takeout 

^ OLunielr>dian 

OL&xmisiManayimk -4,421 

www.Laxnii sLidian.coni 


Experience Manayunk’s Only 

Authentic Indian Cuisine 


621 SOUTH ST. 
215922 7384 


HELIUM COMEDY CLUB 


www.heliumcomedy.com | 215.496.9001 


rp f ^ 
J aloma 


Haute Mexican? 
Divine Mexican! 


Refined cxid elegcant 
French-Mexican cuisine. 

• reserve f»w for Chrisimas Eve 
and New Years Eve 
• gift ceitificotes avoilable 
• serving dinner only 
ITuesdoy Ihfowgh Saturday! 

• preienfly BYOB 
• retervallont recommended 


Laxnti’it 

Indian Grille 











IF VOU WMITra aE LSTED: 





THURSDAY 


12.15 

t|az2] 

♦ CITY RHYTHM 
ORCHESTRA 

Sure, th^ll bp nnging in ih^ 
now yoET M ibc Wcstin I [cEoI 
with ologanl charts and'Auld 
LuigSyno'inaooupIo ofwooks, 
but lho0ty Rhythm OniioEim 
will really ge< achanco to flex 
its muscle for another ^lecial 


occaaiun: Iho IDOthhirthdayur 
innovative pianial/torapcBor/ 
bandleaiicrStan Kmuin.Tbe 
Philly-baaed big band expanda 
lo23piweainurdprlndojuatUF 
U> one of I ho niwt diverse and 

-flhain Brady 

( theater ] 

♦ ACCIDENTAL 
DEATH OF AN 
ANARCHIST 

polilical Cuv^, pi' chaps because 

nows,soCurinTheetieCo.'8 
revivalofDarioFb’alSTO dark 
cimi.-iy Aceidriita! fJmlh of an 
AimnhiMt may perplex some 
with its dolibiTaloly uiwumrurt- 

iJie police l.ry to pass olT an 
ananhisl.’sdealh while in cus- 


EVic Sm ijJsii dons several 
disguisos to expose the cover-up. 
Aharlequin in (he wirks.his 
Maniac — we nevET loam his 
■eal name cr story — toys with a 
hardworldng cast playing hap- 
leas cops who admit, ‘^rmp- 
Ikn is the rule.* When ajournaJ- 
istlRadMj duckltlirealensto 
take the story public, the play 
fonfrtnla the audience with her 
iblemma. Lau^ all the way, but 
be ready to be put on the spot. 



(dancB] 

♦ CHAMPIONS 
OFTHE DANCE 

If you think balliotan darning 
isold-rashiane<l.yiw haven! 
been watching Dana ng with 
cAeStars.lho Annenbcrg 
Center wdccnies the hit ABC 
show as theater exiravogansa, 
with a cast of interna ticnalJy 
known faeUroom champions. 
Alongwith 10 dance power- 


houses, Ihe program features 
celebrsled husband-and-wifo 
Le am Anna Trebunskay a and 
Jonathan RobiTts.Trabunskaya 
arOri ionately calta ballraDm*B 
huge subculture," ofwhich she's 


at age 6 in Russia, where both 

mumdanetrs who taught and 
performed. Ifyuu love watching 
Trebunskayadip and twirl on 
TV.youll be thrilled to see her 
without an 8- second diday 


□«. IS.S ixm^tSa-SSSAtnr’itri^ 
Cmlerforll^PrrfinniiigAjli.MUa 
tVobilil St., SlBSae-iaOO.anmnherM 


[viaualart] 

♦ ARTS ON SOUTH 

If t he holidays are about giv- 
ing, South Street's gut your 
Cut-Thcust Sants party beaL 
Philadelphia's Magic Gardens is 
hosting its next round of Arts cn 
South — aptogram that loans 


the holiday shopping season. 
Fbrthis four-miml.h round, 
four temporary arl.ist spaces 
will include The Bikery.a bike 


(/global illustralors; Mighty 
Vision, a Mighty Writers pro- 
gram educating youlh through 
comic boedts; and the Com- 
munity Cultural Exchange, s 
nonprofit aiming at creating 
ccxnmunity through arts and 
culture. This round also marks 
the launch ofSouth Street’s 
Storefronl. Program, snArts 
(n South inili alive placing 
artisla' work in seleci business 
storefronla. I t's a great excuse 
to head to South for some 
crealiveholiday cheer— and 
perhapsa few unique gifls 
Santa might have missod. 


12.16 


I multimedia] 

♦ NICK CAVE: LET’S C 

an artist wall sUstiU and stare 
blankly ahead, challenging 
the auilieaioe to *getiL'' Other 
times it means strobe limits, 
amplifier reverb — and chal- 
lenging the audience to "get it." 
Nick Cave’s upcesning effort 
at the Fabric Vfoikshop sn8 
Museum.ua the other hand, is 
simply Bcdebralion.'nie artist 


has been working hand-in- 
hand with FWM to construct r 



Arrhiinturai Fona. a sprawl- 
ing bamboo playpen built (br 


s 


I 

s 


the agenda 


www.UTPHILLY.coM 


UNI^N 

TRANSFER 


1026 SPRING GARDEN ST. 2IS-232-2I00 

THII the slackers, 

i2^s wmfi the PIETASTEf^S 

IC/19 rW THCSNIILS. 

THE PHILLI REGG*E GIRLS (OJj 


FRI 

12/16 


Wonder tears? 

m RttHL'i WAN OVERBOARD FIREWORKS. " 
■ WHEATUS, INTO it OVER IT, 

1 ^ 


MOVING NiOUNTAINS 

THE WAR 

ON DRUGS 

SUN AIRWAT, APE SCHOOL 



DIPLO 

XAPHOON JONES 

us< iBMCtuutmimM rutna 

DKTY SOUTH JOE 


PIMPS OF JOYTIME 


1/81 MAN MAN 
1/25 ROBERT EAi 


2/4 JEDI MIND TRICKS 
2/8 REBIRTH BRASS BAND 


www.UTPHILLY.COM for complete listings 


pr^A6tin(X0M/UNI0NTRANSF£l|j 

^ TWITTER.COM/UMONTRANSFER 


riBnring.As evidenced by a 
sprawl ofYouTube videos, Ibis 
genenlly involves soundsuil- 
wearing pcrfirmers taking In 
the streets and Idting louse for 
the roaset.a This lime around, 

Tbesoundsuit pciTiamance 
will be recorded for the Forest 
during an opening reception, 
soiTyou can't make it Friday 
idgbl. you can still remain 
aurally endianled well into the 

his homeland or fiower-psyefa 
singer^ongwriter moods. Of 
the two lung- form pieces cn 

hisCDDouWcstVllFl.ineis 

oiid-Fehrmiry.tht>ne Workeheytond 

[]«*] 

+ C1AN NUGENT 

grad ually s uhs umed by a 
tense drone; the second isa 
rollicking journey that couefaes 
Nugent’s sound in a gentle 

Wat nut St .hatcirtaniarf 

[ rock/pop ) 

Nugenlk hypnotic playing 

school pioneend by ilolm 

Fahey and carried on by recent 
disciples like Glenn Jeoes and 
the late Jack Rose. But his mu- 
sic takes dednit peraonal de- 
panuns, into the ridkmusicuf 

♦ SUMMER FICTION 

Philadelphia's imperial pop 
craller Bill Ricchtni told CP 
he was taking to the baroque 
sideofhissongw lit log skills 
- Beach Boys Zombies. 


BadiaraiTi, waltwii, atring^ 
merfa, songs abnul girls 
— for his (then) upcoming 
band project, Summer Fielion. 
While songs on ils opnnymous 
debut like "Bythe Soa'ur 
■Throw Your Amis Around Me" 
niuld have easily R I. on imndy 
Rin-hini soloerTurlssurhas 
2005's acclaimed TmighI 
I Burn Brightly, the rest of 
Summer Fiction is rooted in a 
coming-of-age cycle that's rest- 
less and jealously free. Now 
(or the close of 2011 and the 
boUday season, Ricdtini has 
tucked into the merry-and- 
farighi fcT the Bewie-and-Bing 
worthy'KThristmasEve Ibr 
'Two" piud need by Steve Yulzy- 
Burkey from the Swimmers 
at his Pishlown studio. While 
Ricefaini's Qiii almas tune is 
warm and weird, and promises 
(o ward away the cold, Summer 
HdKn'alive show should bea 
coldly brail ng slap i n I he lace 
fanakcTtban any notl.hom 



12.17 


+ CRAFTY BALBOA 

motivating fane behind this 
year's Crafty Balboa holiday 
geftbezaar.T doo'lwanttorun 

agaia,” says organizer Amy 
BuUer about the faces making 
up the SGiihiS OnTcm who'll 
be selling their warea Among 
the rookie* am piinlmaking 
uulAt Wishbone Lellerprees 
and scarveiHi nd waps pu TV eyor 
Ciarbella; also b(.on the lookout 
for gilts from (he old-timers, 
like dope tees by l^iQl 343 and 
gigptaleraby Largemammal. 


StrretUiniMry.SISS BnudSt, 










CITY PAPER has so much Love and Hate that it has outgrown our 
papfr’ So we have compiled the best of the best, all the Love and 
Hate that anyone could ask for from City Paper! 

Don't Miss this rare chance to be a part of City Paper's first ever 

‘BEST OF I LOVE YOU, I HATE YOU... THE EARLY YEARS! " 

mm 

PUBLICATION DATE: FEBRUARY 23 



BECCA! 

XpAWS I 


FEMALE, 1-2 YEAR 
DOMESTIC SHORTHAIR 

I'oiDecco oren’r I beoui'fU’ I useo *0 hwe o '>opoy 
home, Our my ownen sorsooMd me becooje tiey 
couldn't afford TO core to me I'llnever tol toen.'enain 
with my onitcs' I ve been won pg more iharisix 
months to o rwne. and fd lose lo tog ip 201 2 with 
my new fomify 



Stee®«!tiflfr 1/5 • OCD; Monsh S Twist 1/14 ■Use lava live 1/15 
Big Head Todd S The Monsters 1/19 • illhere's The Band? 1/20 
Coiiie Buddz 1/21 • Failing In Reverse 1/27 • laimoe’s lasssr Band 1/28 
Augustana 2/3 ■ Aiistar Weekend 2/lB • August Barns Red 3/3 
Ion Anderson 3/7 • The Saw Doctors 3/13 • Gomez 3/14 ■ Eisiey 3/19 , * : 
Kaeahian 3/21 • Excision 3/22 • Gntye 3/23 • Metronomy 3/28 
Hat Cheile Rae 4/14 - Fun. 4^8 ■ Mariiilon G/15 








STAND-UP COMEDY SHOW 


tbscECffiflsoQte 

/WfafTHThrMlh f^^ jXrp r aOTTrfhfl^ 

Thursday Pec. 22, Spin 

l^/TH?TTTT^ B Pm/TT>?fi ~ 
jWhri TTh'ri flTTTJTTrTI n fTrTO 


Kn?' 


(■^^TTry^R'i jii 
a Vitrf? 


mryfl RTTrf?n a n^ 

Cover: $5.00 or playable musical instrument 
All Proceeds/Donations go to the Foundation 

SpO M Ofd By: 

^ cflypiei' 

jfarufmaJe www.<i Hn piilily.ioiii 


T 










theagenOa 



queerbatt 

■ OntnvLOBTaacwM 


> ALL -ACCESS POINT 

living a computer handy Issomething 
nns(o(u8tal<e br granted —ifscome 
bleeldoiMinghl essentia. Sutaccord- 
ngtotieKn^lFoundalcrardthe J S 
Census. ag3sp-worthy41 pecerlof 


a Case processvand'or IrtemetcapaHlilles Shodtrg, right? 

To broge gc dviA InIteLGHTQ corraniifty, tie WUHam Way Center is 
unveirgbievampedCtMtCaibrandMiAimedaLaD.WIiamVilayEwculte 
DirectorChnstopherBartteU says ttepunytnrae-csmputer area thatwas 
previojsiyseclonedoffinttE lobby has moved nb its own 34G-square-bol 
room, complete witi 1 1 1 9- inch desktop PCs, a printsr/scannng station 
and an LCD prciactor available lor educators to rent out lor computer- 
trainingsessicns 

Ttieovemauicomescourtssyola'refresh'grantiromiheDavaSonhett 
FoundallontDBFt.anLA-baeedorg flat proviKs funding tar teomology 
sltftslneOLSBTQcenttrs across be country. -We're titereslBdlnthe sense 
ofcommunity be labs provide.' says oersPeulMoorewnenasked why irs 
Irnportantbsibplytttslypeolserwxbgay'apecificneighbomoodcentefs. 
'Ifs essenfat lor the comnausty to have a warn environment to meet up 
^d levn basic compubr sbib. ' 

BarletlsaysbewottistAmsamnli^AmandwibinthequeercDmmu- 
rity.biX he's nopmgbusher in new crowds baldon'ttypicallybke advantage 
oftheCenbr — Ike lisaHed people and stragblalies His attention -drawing 
pjanssbrtwibbnglt'slashybrdvofl party, teaturing tee coa<ms,aburof 
the new digs andevbrtainnientbyDJTiiptanBtandthetab Messapotamia 
Lefae(pctumd). who pmnises to show lb In a 'cyborg' ensemble maK 
e^oaiyforbefestMlestycubetterwortc TW.,Dec. l5,B:30p.m.,free, 
m 0 mWayCett£f. 13t5SpmaSt.215-732-222amgsiiag. 

Ijosn.miaillBlonealypi^r.nBt) 



Hutn’xantK icsn f-mllin'ieaauynwa'jwr. 


( rock/pop ) 

+ HOUDAY 
OFFICE PARTY 

Thiii whole isbuw tea handily 
subversive event that's good fur 
thesouL thedannngleK and 

guide pep. Banned BoiAs.lnst 
seen splilLinga IP-inchsingle 
wilhArdveson the local Magic 
Death Sounds label, have a b-11 
noise-pop ax to ^ind. Howl- 
ing old Algonon CttlwaHai^r 

Halfway U> Holland do the 
angular-yet-rhippcT rhythmic 
Ihing better than even (he beat 
of ihe DFMXTDNYCband*. 
And l.heyW'cuIer. Cutest stil is 
Hop Along. Krancra Qiunlan's 

whose giant tnigaiycborusts 
sourvd brilliantly odd a^iiul 
such pot-banging pen.-usaion 
and epileptic guitar figures. The 


Dangeniusrhnitsis aqueiT- 
friimdly. largt'-scalt- tmse mb le 
IcdbyChrissyTbshjian. who 
happttns tolikt- its mtwsed-up 
ckrus-ypcpgniovingonlhe 

Sat.Dpc I7.S p.m^SIO.Ph^lodf^^>hla 


[Shopping] 

+ PHIUDELPHIA 
INDEPENDENT 
CRAFT MARKET 

When she tslabliahod the 
Philadelphia Independent 
CroB Morkel live yeara ago, 

“There weren't so many placee 
furinuladelphiatTaflerlsIlo 
sdl their llungti.'Bul,even wilh 
rival homegrown festivals pop- 
ping up all over town, Rabuezi's 
still drawing in crowds with two 


World Cafe Live |f| 

PHILADELPHIA • EST. 2004 

' ^ PHILL^LOCO! 


BRADLEY'S 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 23 • 6PM 


llUSWAIUilUS 

WITHK9F KNOrZ • WEDNESDtY. DEC. 28 • 8PM 


Peek-A-Boo Revue 
lA/is Holiday Spectacular! 2 sHowsti! 

la/M Find Vienna Cb RELEASE WITH ATOMIC TO 


The Revelations n. TRE WIlUAHS 
^9 Cracker & Camper Van Booibovon 
!/*• Idle Warship FT. IALI0 KWELI A RES 
1/ao The Smithereens 
8 /M Coenr de Pirate with leif vqllerekk 


3025WAINUTSTREET* 215.222.1400 * WORLDCAFELIVE.COM 


LOTUS 






,3IGGIGANTie 

1 W/ ADVENTURE CLUB 

% , ^.turDAY. TEB i s at 8:30PM 


tf EVERYWENUE'HITTHELIGHTS / j 

neCEMBER Za AT7;30PM 


FESTIVAL PIER AT PEM’S LANDING 

121 N. COLUMBUS BLVD* PHILADELPHIA. PA 








GRAND 

OPENING 



<^lierinl(^'C,he ^)thek 
•CAPPUCCINO + CROISSANT ?3.Q9 
•C0PEE(i70Z) * croissant ^7.99 

■f .>m, :^tr (%r 

^I'rrmh .. 

2015 E. Mo4«>'’^snrlng A'^e, 

PLIoJelp^iio PA 19148 
Tel/P (215) 462-1313 



FRIDAY 12.1S 
SO SPECIAL 
BOBLIZSDJ MANIK 


SUNDAY 12.18 
SUNDAE NITE 
□J DIRTY & LEE JONES 


MONDAY 12.19 
FLASH MOB PRESENTS: 
THE DEUCE TRES 
THEODORE GRAMS 
EMMET ORUEDING 


varv.tilkeiiijpkltl^. com 
Sik & Sptin^ (^etJtn 



[VANGO] 

kUNGE & SKY8. 



KENSINCTON HAPPY MCAU 
EVERY DAYUNTM. TPM 
TALLBEEfHOTDOGS. 
APERPOUNDERABAGOfCHIPS. 
ANDAT0Y,ALLF0R$5 


R«ll9iKlTiinn9ASw« 

OPKXAUSEVEANDXMASDAY 

»rAbethcRo<A5tvt 

MondiyT-fridiyTS-Tpni 


TRIUMPH 

BREWING COMPANY 


Frlday12/16.10pin 
THE WAY HOME, 
THE ABSOLUTE ZEROS. 
SABROSA 

Saturday 12/17, 10pm 
POLYSONIC FEATURING 
GINAFERRERA&SEAN 
HENNESSY 

$unday 12 / 18 , 1 pin 

MONTHLYTRIUMPHART 

SHOW 

Monday12/19,9:30ps 
OPEN JAM SESSION, 
HOSTED BYTONY 
CATASTROPHE 


Wednesday 1 2/21, 7pin 
CHARLES LANE JAZZ 
QUINTET 


hftftnirt St.PhilaJilphij, PA 
triMmphbcYWiwg.cOfn 



rnii|iii'|jlls 
loiilu'unlpT 
lii'ifoninyoni'lili' 

Hair dye, Spikes 
Studs, Leatlier, 
Rockn Roll Gear, 
Gothic/Fetish 
Attire, Pin-Up 
Fashions, Hosiery, 
Shoes, Boots, 
T-Shirts, Body 
lewelry, Wigs, and 
x; much more III 

Gv^ Cc^illkcalki 

5 :!SS.Ptel 

lriLsbl!iin!!l!iiiiiiillniiniM'iii!i 


BARBARY 


i1 fSANKFOBO ( DELAWARE AV 


AT UNG. eUESTUST OR SS 


6 EX 6 EX 6 EX 


KARAOKE 

NIGHT 




f«C DANCE FMiTl'. NO COWR 


QREAM 


HOSTED BY OSCAR WLOCMIDE. S 


i€B^ 

MAX 














PHILLIES, 
FLYERS, EAGLES 
AND76'ERS 
GAME SPECIALS 

SS.OO pints of Select 
Draughts 
$1.50 Oysters 
$.75 Wings 


HAPPY HOUR 
M-FSpm till 7pm 
$3,00 local beer drafts’ 
$3.00 Shots of Jameson 
$4.00 well liquor 
mixed drinks 
$$.00 glasses of Merlot 
AChardonnay 
'Local Includes PA. 
DE«NJ 

1/2 off appetizers $ 
sandwiches marked with 



ROOSEVELTS 


Ring in the 
New Year with 
1C Drinks & Drafts for 

$ 20.12 

9pm-12am 

Free Champagne Toast 
Or just walk in with 
no cover and enjoy one 
of our 14 draft beers! 

QUIZZO 

THURSDAYS, 9:30f>M 

Prizes and giveaways! 

Last K Drinks & 
Drafts Happy Hour 
of 2011 

miSWEEKENDy 

FrI 5-7pm 
Sat 10pm*12am 
Th>egs Mad Eff 
Tapping 

Tuesday, Dec. 20 
Happy Holidays! 
Marine Toys for Tots 
official drop off location 



TROCADERO THEATRE/ 




WING IT 

THURSDAY! 

MtHTIONTHlSU 
1 HD«TA REEOItOER OF WINGS 
WITH THE PUKUSEOF 
apOMESTK PITCH EROFUa. 

KARAOKE 
STARTS 
AT 10PM 


Halt HBekla ' Hlea Emm Sfass Band 
Ssn-lea 

SATURDAY 1Z/17 

suwmm 

eiHEEXCELLOS 

HtvM flenomiM Shies 
HaimmUa Plrfer 

Spa-laa 

SUNDAVn/lJ 

KISlUESJiiil 


WEPNESPAV 11, 


lllfflVW 


r^MASmS ENTERTAINMENT PRESENTS SAT • 

MANTIS METAL FEST V oeci? 


CLUTCH 


m SATnOEC3i 

CNIieSIIN IF CINFIMITY • KTNC • EAITKIIK 2h 


at The Balcony: 

3 ABenefitforCInematequelnternational Philadelphia I 
a EYES WIDE SHUT * Performances by Si James&Tha I 
Apostles, Blood Rhythm. Flying Sutra. Messopotamia Lafae, I 
SvilV, Lucky 7, Tour Name Hart Collactiva: 21 " 

ffiSlT DIE HARD *MovleMonday:21-f 
nraa Philadelp 
m RARE E 
m MOLLY MOORE 

rA I She Came Crashing, Kenny James, Angle Monroe 
m VICTORY IN NUMBERS 

KM (Reunion Show!) with Us, From Oirtside, 

New County, June Divided, The Engine Atlantic 
RIKni WAX ; The Bakery Boys, KOSHA DILL2 



















I 



■R«5tfi\« (or Tltfto Eu 


A LA CARTE DINING ALL EVENING 

Guests a: our 9:30 & 10 pm seatings must also 
purchase the open bar package at a reduced rate 
(ji S50 per guest. lOpen UriUrnwhen MJied. cIcUils bckK 


$60 PREMIUM OPEN BAR CELEBRATION 
Required for Entrance 1 0:30 pm-1 :30 am 

$6U per Guest C>pen Bar f^ckage Includes: 

Unlimiled Premium Drinks from 10:30pm to 1:J0am 
DJ Ronnie Dubbz • ferty Favors 
ChampagneToasI at Midnight 
Purchase tickets at: posilarxxioast.licketleap.com 


WALNUT ST, 




Fireworks Nearby 
al 6pm & Midnight 


• POSlTANOCOAST.NET 


2012 


CELEBRATE THE NEW YEAR AT 

WHITE DOG CAFE - UNIVERSITY CITY ' - ' 

NYE Celebration Dinner Pajama Party Brunch 


Dec. 31, 2011 


Jan. 1, 2012 

10:30AM -igoPM 
A la Carte- Brunch Menu 
Children Welcome- 

feat. Mummer's favorites on bai 
Creg Wright 

Dress: Pajamas suggested! 


3420 SAJNfSOM ST. 
PHILADELPHIA, PA 19104 

Reservations recommended.^U 215.386.9224 


3 




Society Hill. 

^ Candlelight Tour 

A unique & special tour inside 
a haunted Society Hill mansion 

Ghost Stories 4 

Ghostly tales of merriment, 
mystery & resolutions gone awry 
4 Toast with a Ghost 
Champagne toast to ring in the New Year 


1215.413.19973 

L wvvw.ghosttour.com 1 


NEWYEAR'S EVE PARTY 

December 31, 2011 • 9pm-2am 

$ 64 .” per person 


MAKEYOUR 

RESERVATIONS 

NOW! 

Spaee is limited and we 
are selling tickets at a 
fast tan! Don't iriss 
out on a fabulous New 

perfect setting. 


Dj Dancing & 

Champagne Toast at MxJmglit 






> NOW SEATING 

Guacairwle Mex-Grill i The de Luna family's 
homey sit-down Mexlcanorestauram has opened 
along the West Philly stretch already home to 
Four Worlds Bakery and Whispering Leaves. 
This Woodland Avenue kitchen, run Py Rodolfo 
de Luna (using many family recipes), features 
well-loved dishes like tamales, cfilerellenosand 
empanada^ order atthe counter and eat atone 
of the 22 seats, ortake your came asada vralk- 
Ing.Guacamole isopen weekdays from 7 a.m. to 
8 p.m. and Saturdaysfrom9a.m.lD8p.m.46f2 
Woo(llanaAve..2B7-408-U14. 

Helrloam I Robert Bynum (Wamidaddy's. Relish, 
GreenSoul)hasteaneO up witi veteran chdAi Parts 
to open this Chestnut Hill BYO. which starts serv- 
ing tomorrow. Theconcept borrows from multple 
regions of the U.S.. celebrating patentiyAmeri can 
flavors and techniques — look out for sassafras- 
glazed short ribs, heirloom grit-orusted black Pass 
and diverscallopswtti pork belly Hartoomwlllserve 
dinner everyday but Monday, with Sunday brunch 
from 1 0:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. STOSGemsntom 
Ai/e., 215-242-2700.heif1ooindining.corn. 

> CHECK, PLEASE 

Two Marathon Grill locations have been 86'd — 
1 339 Chestnutand 929WaliuL Thelafla-is now in 
theconOolofCubaLlireownersBarryGulinand 
Larry Cohen, whoare working onanew concept 
with chef Matt Levtn (Lacroix Adsum) 

> LITTLE VriTLES 

IhRIva (4116 Ridge Ave.) Isopen in £ast Falls. 
Dinner dally starbng at 5 p.m. ► Ryanand Eric 
Beriey ot Franklin Fountain have opened their 
redoof Shane Confecttonery (1 10 Maiket St.), the 
Old City sweets shop they purchased last year. 


OotAi\pTPt-d',ii:tni}rfslairanlne<Klo<lm» 

laByOci^li^iK.mlarcall2l5-735-St44,ext.2lS. 



TOP DOG 

The self-styled Sbraga is on its way to 
becoming one of PNIy's best restaurants. 
By Adam Erace 


SBRAGA I SymplionyHotae.440S.BroadSI..2IB-73B-IllI3.abrngo. 
com. Open Mon.'Thu..5-Wptn.; Fct'Scii., 5-11 pm. Four-tour^ taetin^ 
$45; nine-course lasling^SIl 0. 

I t feels dumb to admit it, but a year before I found myself 
ensconced in the understated dining room of Sbraga, I hadn’t 
thought this two-month-old r^taurant’s 
namesake. Kevin Sbraga, would win Tlyj CAe/'. 

That’s not to say I didn't wanthim to win. Of on- 

course I did: our shared geographic DNA com- f Gityiiiiig'jiiil 
peOed me to root for him, the same way I root 
for Joe FTacco and Matty Ice on Simdays, But 
in the season seven finale. I thought lean, flashy Angela would 
take the title. A lot of people did, Except for Sbraga himself 
“In the Bnalein Singapore, when I put my dishes up for the 
judges, I was very confident.'hesays.'I saw the other contes- 
tants looking at my food, like, 'Oh, shit,’' 

I’d like to borrow those words to describe my reaction to 
Sbrega’s fcrie gras soup, my first taste ofthe cooking I spent four 
months watching from my coudi last year. I’d never been to Rat's, 
the Starr-operated New Jerseyjoint Sbraga helmed pre-TV, but 


bad I known this luxurious liver love potim was served there, 1 
would have made it my business toga. 

A server placed a bowl on the table, murmuiingTose petal 
relish'toidentifythe debris at the bottom. Holding a pitdner, a 
second server appeared and streamed the steaming soup into 
the bowl in a tidy milk-chocolate waterfall. The heat activated 
thesubtle vanilla in the relish, which rose to the surface likes 
trove of sunken rubies, petals drifting across the surface like tiny 
pleasure-crafts. In the purde, my spoon found fine-diced Asian 
pear and crunchy crumbs ofpumpemidcel.The soup was lusty, as 
expected, but then came something unexpected: lemongrass? And 
notes ofcurry, developing like photographs in a darkroom. 

I would order it for every course ifl could.fourin total for the 
$45 prix-fixe most guests elect. It’s a belhiva deal and it says 

more about Sbraga as amanthanabusi- 
MOBE FOOD AND nessman. He could charge twi:e that and 

starry-eyed onlookers would prcfoably 


NkCOVEBAGE 
’ CITVPAPEB NET 
MEAtTICKET 


pay It, 


Sbraga’s fans wont be disappointed. 
Though hisTwitter feed would have you believe he spends bis 
days cooking demos in the Caymans end talking smack with 
MarcVetri. he's at his restaurant. He was when I was there, any- 
way, expo-ing plates in the open kitchen Chat's wrapped in planks 
of reclaimed Douglas fir. He did a BCtle meet-and-greet around 
the softly lit room, but I've seen a lot smarmier glad- handing 
from a lot less famous chefs. 

People have come for Sbraga. Smarter people have come for 
his food, inspired ideas anchored by flawless French execution. 


[food&drink] 



Aa, 

REnAURANT 


ij 


AUTIIKNTIC 
ITALIAN CUISINK 

Feast of the 7 fishes 
S'39.95 per person 
4 couise meal 

KeRular dinner menu 
is uvailahle 

Taking Heservations 
fiTim 3-9 

2001 west 
Ort'Koii Avciiiif 
PliiiaiU-ipliia. PA. 
lOii.i 



wen on Fmd .\e/k-oi*J 


DESERVATIONS: 
nSKS-ilSO 

SAVE on YOUR 

SECRET SANTA 

PARTY AT COPA! 

There's 
something 
for everyone 
on Copa's 
menu featuring 
prize-winning 
burgers and those 
legendary margaritasi 


GRACE 

tavern 


I full menu II :30am - 2Qm daily | 



Jones Catering, 

“A TASTE OFELEGANCE” 
Relax and Let Us Do 




m»m 


HAPPY HOUR SPECIALS 

MOHDUIHIU MIDtV.ttDiPM 
StQFPiU DUFI5-53Wfa DRINK 
UD GU»EE OF WINE 
$2 ROTATING SELECT DOMESTIC BOTUE SPECUIS 


COME ENJOY AltAYES AWESOME IRUNCK 

UTtSUH:T0AM-3PM 
URlOOOr MARYS AND MIMOSAS 
STOffDrahi 


WWW.THEAIIAYE.NET 637 N. 3RD STREET 215-627-6711 


Top ETog 

ccrtmuMfrompoosGt 

Sbraga’s food marries 
inspired ideas with flaw- 
less French execution. 

The terrine, for example, was textbook: ti^t andaoUd 
and dean, comphmenta quick to escape while mesme.^ 
ized hy the mosaic of red (fruity laquillo peppers ). green 
(hiting green tomatoes) and purplish-black (eggplant). 
Sbraga served asimilar terrine during the Top Chef 
finale, though here, instead of kafiir lime and Thai 
basil, the cool, pressed-veggie pastiche is entwined with 
fimky-sweet black garlic, goat dieese andjalapeno. 

Both the terrine and the foie soup fall into the first- 
couree category, with subsequent sections listing sea- 
food and meat dishes, then dessert- The diner, not the 
kitchen, builds the tasting.thoughPd recommend rely- 
ing on sommelier Joseph Norkuswhen selecting vino to 
mjitchyour Indian -ized fish and chips and much- lauded 
tneatloaf Hia pairings are spot-the-F-on — a bony 
Alsatian Riealingcut like ascythethrouf^ therich foie 
soup — and cost $30 for four courses, another wild bar- 
gain. Smart but u bit sales-y at times, my server poured 
generously, though perhaps that was because I think I 
was ID’d as a critic soon after I sat down. 

Whether my plates tasted better than my neighbors’ 

I can’t say, but I was impressed with what came across 
my table. (The only exception was the majestic white 
pillar ofmiso-glazed cod. beautifully cooked but bland.) 
The smart stafi’stayeddiso'eet. as well, and in the 
begiiming, damn near ghostly. At the table, we waited 
too long to be greeted, and when wewere.it was by a 
(harmless ba<h -server who profiered a drink menu and 
near-demanded an order. Awkward, 

The kit<hen smoofiied ou t the tardiness, getting the 
first course out quick and subsequent ones at balanced 
intervals. Bright anchovies were just the thing to follow 
the foie, minced into sliveni over labneh ravioli, a bril- 
liant, unexpected creation. Lambcametwo ways, tender 
diop and braised belly, the ponce and the puuperover 
savory oatmeal. Anointed with cum in 4a ced lambjus,it 
reminded me of the cumin -style lamb at Han Dynasty, a 
dish that’s hard to improve up{n but that Sbraga man- 
ages to. As for the Second Coming (tiMeatloaC it’s made 
with veal mousse, foie gras and tnenn-tomato marma- 
lade. Th{r.e embelEshments were not so detectable in 
this porh-and-beef slab; it just tastes like very, very good 
meatlc»f. Tb hear Sbraga tell it, that's the point . 

For dessert, Sbraga demurs to his wife, Jesmary. She 
stayed it with creative interpretations oftiramisula 
bowl of smoky cofiee grani ta, chocolate and mascarpone 
creams and chocolate streusel) and pina colada (almond 
financier topped with electric spiced and braised pine- 
apple. alongside iuscicniscoconut sorb^). 

On my way out, Sbragawasnoloftger behind the line, 
but he wasn't schmoozing or taking peturea — he was 
hunched over the hostess desk. going over the night's res- 
ervations. Forreality8turs.poBt-TV life can be uncertain, 
but Sbrogu’s future is set the demands ofa restaurant on 
ita way to ranking among Philly's best. 

<adam.erace@dtypaper.net) 





[food&drhk] 


theweek bi eat* 


WHAT'S C00KJN6 



Sunday Sessions at The Franklin Sun., Dec, 18.9 
p.m.. pay as you go ► The expert drink mixers atTho 
Franklin are unabashed audiophiles, too, dual inter- 
ests that lend themselves to the cocktail haven’s new 
Sunday-night series. Each week, the staff constructs 
a thematic soundtrack and serves appropriately 
named libations. 'nils Sunday's sesh, 'Children of the 
Revolution,’ will pair 70s-era glam rock with drinks 
like the '‘20th Century* and the “Queen Bitch." Oh 
FVanklin. we're just jeqjsters for your love.fruniWin 
Mortage & Investment Co.. 112 S 18th St., 267-467- 
3277,thefTankIinbar.com. 

Chrismanukkah at Devil’s Den Sun. .Dec. 18, 7 pnu, 
poy osyougo > Devil's Den hosts a drunken Judeo- 
Christian summit of sorts this Simday, whenDoify iVeuis 
beer columnist Don “Joe Sixpack’Ruseli and Shmaltz 
Brewing owner Jeremy Cowan (makers of He’Brewl 
hold court to sign copes of their books, What the Hell Am 
I Drinking and Cra/f Beer Bar Mitzvah . The draft list 
will be stocked with equal-opportunity beers, from Port 
Brewing's Santa’s Little Helper to He’Brew Hop Manna 
IPA.The kitchen will be cooking glazed ham, choco-chip 
cookies, matzo ball soup and latkeaDcW/'s Den. HISS 
nth St..215-339-08SS, devihdenphitly.com. 

An Even Jewishsr Christmas at Zahav Thu., Dec. 

22, Sand 9p.m. screenings S50 >Forthe second year, 
Zahav is turning the Chosen tradition of Chinese food 
and movies on Jesus' b-day into a full -on party. ’They’D 
host two screenings ofa crowd-pleasing Sim (popcorn 
provided, of course) thatll be kept secret until the house 
lights go down. To eat. chef Michael Solomonov wiD cook 
his takes on Chinese takeout food — salt-and-pepper 
sweetbreads, moo shu duck with walnuts and black garlic 
andSzechuan-style pork belly, to name but a few. Zahav, 
237 St. James Place. 215-625-8800, zahavrestaurant.com. 

Feast of the Seven Fishes at Amis Fri., Dec. 23, $65 
^Areyauextreroelyunpopularwith Italian people? 
Then simply pay your way into a true-blue Feast of the 
Seven Fishes this Christmas Eve Eve, courtesy ofehef 
Brad Spence at Amis.This four-course, family-style din- 
ner will feature restaurant spins on Italiano seafood 
preparations — think spaghetti with razor clams, tuna 
lasagna, monkfish mars ala and swordfish meatballs. 
Amis.412S. 13th S1..215-732-2647. amisphilly.com. 



FROM 2-8 PM 

$40 ADULTS 

$20 CHILDREN (3-10 YEARS) 

$12 CHILDREN’S TURKEY SPECIAL 
FOR INFO a RESERVATIONS 
CALL 215.790.7752 


SPECIAL 

ROOM 

RATES 

AVAILABLE 


TAVERN17RESTAURANT.COM 
220 S. 17TH ST. PHILA, PA 1910S 


Wlunon & Moyanwneog 
PMIsdelphi* PA 
Phone -21S-334-3033 
We specialize in 
all types of events: 

Our Elegsnt.Sccond Floor 
3oomSeat*upto lOOgui 


PUTE OF THE DAY 


Hummus, Kibeh, Kabob, 

Grape Leaves, Falafel, and Seafood speci2i]ty 

616 S. 2"^ Street 
215.925.4950 
www.cedarsrestaurant.com 
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HOLIDAY 


PARTES 


CHRISTMAS 
DINNER 
AT TAVERN 17 


i Gome 
Celebrate 
The Feast > 
Of The Seven ^ 
Fishes Witii Us 
On Christmas 
Eve 
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Men For Men 
HOLIDAY CREAM JUST 


HvAHESSA FOXXXn6J 


ALLNEWSTAFFlWheni 


The Average Escort will have 
sex with 7 men today... 


The Average Woman will have 
sex with 7 men in her lifetime. 


y\SHLEY MADISoNcom * I 


92% of our men hook-up with real, clean women within 24 hours. 

Join now for a FREE Trial. 


lulu ^ightball 

By EmSy Flake 



I'LL GO LAST - YOU CAN THANK ME LATER 


S45 FOR 30 MINUTES. S69 
FOR HOUR. MASSAGE A 
P0PP1III NEARTORRES- 
OALEAVE.AREA/NE.‘82- 
2E7-2S3-8068.(2A'7)tNCALL 
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820 SPRING GARDEN STREET 
(9TH&SPRINGGAR[)EN)19123 

SAM TIL 4PM 

BUT EARLY BIRDS WELCOME! 

Mart Than 60 Vndert Ftslwhs Antiquas, 
C«lwtMas,Vii(Bgt(wmNra )tw^,Glniwor«, 
PoHar Om Oi A KM ttaia 
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Fr«« Porilinq / Fth AM$$ioii / ATtA / Food Covrl 
/Hcndkoii AuossUe 


.iiateaii 


www.fetishwear.com 
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Gift Ceitificcte 

With ICE Cpfset Puictiasel 


professional 

services*™ 


SHOP THE COLLECTION 


AERVICfiS 


FREE SHIPPING BOTH WAYS, AND EVERY SINGLE ITEM IS ONLY $ 39 . 95 ! 


www.shoedazzle.com/bold 
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